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1.
Opening
At 10.00 am, Dr Payró takes the floor to thank all the delegates present and he wishes all of them a very good and constructive General Assembly.

The Pedigree Manager in Mexico makes then a brief presentation about the company and extends her best wishes to the General Assembly.

Mr Müller thanks the Federación Canófila Mexicana (FCM). He underlines the amount of work required by the organization of a General Assembly and a World Dog Show.  He reminds about the procedure to call the General Assembly and observes that all the requirements were fulfilled.  The General Assembly is therefore legally constituted.

Mr Müller then asks for one minute of silence to pay a tribute to all cynological personalities who passed away over the last two years.

Mr Müller then asks the General Assembly to approve the agenda of the meeting as it was sent to all the members and contract partners.  The agenda is unanimously approved without any comments or objections.

2.
Roll-call and Proxies

Mr De Clercq calls aloud the federated members, the associate members and the contract partners. Out of a total of 56 full members, 2 are not allowed to vote and 2 are absent.  46 countries attend the meeting and 6 are represented by proxy, which makes a total of 52 members allowed to vote. The majority (26+1) for the decisions on proposals is reached with 27 votes.

3.
Approval of the minutes of the 2005 General Assembly held in Buenos Aires

No comment and no vote against the minutes which are approved by a unanimous show of hands.  Mr Müller thanks Mr De Clercq.

4.
Report of the General Committee by the President
Mr Müller reads out the report of the General Committee (see encl.1).  During his report, Mr Müller presents to Prof.Triquet, who retires from the standards commission after serving the FCI for so many years, the FCI gold medal (highest FCI award).  Prof.Triquet, very moved, thanks the General Assembly, his colleagues, the General Committee and specifically Mr Müller whom he calls “My President”.  Standing ovation from the Assembly.

Mr Reisinger adds that Mr Müller works hours for the FCI , he is a very quiet person which is very important to preside such an important worldwide organization.  He indicates that since the last General Assembly in Buenos Aires in 2005, the FCI accepted new contract partners, among which China.

The report is unanimously approved.  
5.
Report of the Executive Director

Mr De Clercq reads out his report (see encl.2). Applause from the General Assembly.  
Mr Müller adds that the 2006 World Dog Show registered a world record entry of 21.000 dogs and he congratulates the Polish Kennel Club on this impressive achievement.  He points out that with an entry of more than 5.000 dogs, the FCM is holding this year the biggest show ever held out of Europe.

6.
Financial Reports 2005 and 2006 – Budgets 2007 and 2008

Mr de Santiago reads out his report (see encl.3).  Applause from the General Assembly. 
Mr de Santiago’s reports on 2005 and 2006 Balance Sheets as well as the 2007 and 2008 budgets are, as usual, clear, informative and precise.  The Balance Sheets reflect a very good and strong financial situation.

Mr Müller thanks Mr de Santiago for this excellent report and points out that, despite a not always flourishing worldwide economy, the FCI has been making profits for a couple of years.  

The meeting in Acapulco and some legal cases for the months to come could entail huge expenses but these should not endanger the future of our organization as reserves were constituted.  The Assembly has no questions.

The 2005 and 2006 Balance Sheets are unanimously approved.

The 2007 and 2008 Budgets are also unanimously approved.

7.
2007 and 2008 fees

Mr de Santiago informs that the General Committee proposes not to change the amount of  the fees.  Mr De Clercq informs the Assembly of each separate fee.  Unanimous approval.

Federated membership fee




900 €

Associated membership fee




400 €

CACIB fee (per dog)





1.25 €

CACIT, CACIL, CACIOB, CACIAG fee (per event)

15 €

Affix fee (per affix)





6 €

FCI Magazine
(per issue)




1 €

Export Pedigree (Contract Partners)



2 €

Mr Müller points out that although the number of issues of the FCI magazine ordered by the members and partners is increasing it is essential to inform correctly all the people, organizations and clubs which are involved in the dog scene in the different countries.

8.
Elections

Before starting the elections, Mr Müller proposes to appoint a committee which will run the elections.  It would comprise MM Hindse, Martínez and Nagamura (delegates of the FCI Sections in the General Committee who do not stand for elections).  Approval of the General Assembly.

Mr Hindse explains that the voting system will be the same as the one applied two years ago in Buenos Aires 

a) Voting procedure: should 3 posts have to be filled, then 3 different names as a maximum can appear on the ballot paper. 

b) Majority: one considers the total number of the names appearing on the ballot papers.  This number is then divided into the number of posts to be filled.  The result is divided again into two and one is added to the figure obtained so that the majority is determined (e.g.: 3 vacant posts, 156 names in total appearing on the ballot papers.  The majority is then: 156:3=52, 52:2=26, 26+1=27)

Approval of the General Assembly.

8.1
General Committee: 3 posts to fill

Candidates: MM de Santiago (PR), Stefik (SK), Järvinen (FIN) and Goldberg (ISR)
Mr D.Skok (HR) withdrew his candidacy.  No other candidate runs for election.

All the candidates, but Mr Goldberg, introduce themselves briefly.

Mr S.Stefik (SK) : 32 votes : elected

Mr R.de Santiago (PR) : 36 votes : elected
Mr A.Goldberg (ISR) : 14 votes

Mr K.Järvinen (FIN) : 34 votes : elected

8.2
Compulsory Commissions
a) Legal Commission : 2 posts to fill

Candidates : Mr Rebelo (BR) 

Mr Müller indicates that Mr Last is not willing to stand for re-election.  The FCI statutes read that the compulsory commissions are made up of a maximum of 6 delegates.  In agreement with the president of the legal commission, Dr.Scheibler, it is decided to elect only one candidate.  The CBKC informs that Mr Rebelo wants to stand for re-election.

Mr Rebelo is elected by a unanimous applause.

b) Standards Commission : 3 posts to fill
Candidates: Mrs Sporre-Willes (S) and Mr Nallem (U) 

Mr Müller points out that 3 candidates are to be re-elected.  Prof.Triquet confirms that he will NOT stand for re-election.  He recommends the election of his two colleagues and indicates that he is available to keep helping the FCI.

Mr Müller asks the General Assembly if there are any other candidate.  Nobody is proposed.

Mrs Willes and Mr Nallem are elected by a unanimous applause.

c) Scientific Commission : 3 posts to fill
Candidates: MM Brass (D), Trainin (ISR) and Denis (F) 

The three outgoing candidates stand for election.  No other candidate is proposed.

Prof.Brass, Prof.Trainin and Prof.Denis are all elected by a unanimous applause.

9. Representation in the non-compulsory commissions

Mr De Clercq informs that some countries have not yet filled in and returned the appropriate form sent to all the countries in January.  The countries which do not return the document will not be allowed to have representatives in the commissions.  No exception will be granted.

10.
Comments on the commissions reports

Report of the standards commission

Prof.Triquet takes the floor to thank the FCI as a whole, the standards and scientific commissions.  He indicates that the work of the standards commission is a very heavy one.  He underlines the excellent document written by Uwe Fischer about the dogs suffering from their breed standards.  He adds that these dogs also suffer from the way the judges understand and interpret these standards.

Report of the scientific commission

Prof.Trainin thanks the General Assembly for the re-election of the 3 members of the scientific commission.  He considers that the commission is well-balanced, each member being an expert in his own field.  He explains that thanks to the advance in DNA research and improvement in genome identification, there should be, in the future, a transfer from a judging based on the phenotype to a judging based on the genotype.  The progress which is made will enable scientists not only to confirm the parentage of a dog but also to identify its breed or variety.  The FCI should be prepared for a thorough revision of its Breed Nomenclature.

Report of the show judges commission

No comment

Report of the hounds commission

No comment

Report of the retrievers commission

No comment

Report of the breeding commission

No comment

Report of the continental pointing dogs commission

No comment

Report of the spaniels commission

No comment

Report of the utility dogs commission

No comment

Report of the agility commission

No comment

Report of the show commission

No comment

Report of the sighthounds races commission

No comment
11.
Applications for full membership

Moldavia (Uniunea Chinologica din Moldova – UCHM)

Mr Reisinger gives a very positive report on the last developments of the UCHM  and informs that the General Committee recommends the affiliation of Moldavia as a full member.

Unfortunately, the UCHM did not send any representatives.

15 Yes, 20 No, 17 abstentions : the request is turned down.

12.
Proposals of the General Committee

The General Assembly unanimously agrees to deal with the Statutes and Standing Orders after the lunch.

13.
Proposals of the countries

France : creation of a sledge dog commission

The SCC suggests that FCI competitions for sledge dogs be created and that an ad hoc commission be created (or rather re-activated).

Unanimous approval.

Denmark and other European countries (full members)

The General Assembly agrees to discuss this point together with the proposals of the General Committee (Statutes and Standing Orders)

Chile : FCI Judges list

Mrs Pinto Marinovich informs that the Kennel Club de Chile withdraws its proposal which, however, is backed by the Norwegian Kennel Club (NKK).  The matter will therefore be transferred to the FCI European Section.

Chile : FCI Nomenclature for coat colours

No comment is brought in by the Kennel Club de Chile.  Prof.Triquet indicates that Prof.Denis is already working on a similar project.  It is essential that the FCI uses the same terminology for coat colours.

Unanimous approval.

14.
Proposals of the Commissions
Standards and Scientific Commissions : recognition on a definitive basis of the Brazilian Terrier, the Australian Shepherd, the Cao Fila de San Miguel and the Cane Corso 

Brazilian Terrier

Mr Martinez explains that, upon request of the General Committee, he examined the breed (44 dogs) in Jundiai (Brazil) together with the President of the scientific commission, Prof.Brass.  The dogs were homogeneous, healthy, with an excellent temperament.  Mr Martinez was, he says, impressed by the development of the breed.

Prof.Triquet indicates that the standards commission, which has received the report made by MM Martinez and Brass, recommends the approval of the breed on a definitive basis.  Mr Fischer is also in favour of this recognition as he considers the breed to be homogeneous.

It is also recommended that the breed be already eligible for the CACIB from the shows to take place this week in Mexico.

Unanimous approval.

Australian Shepherd

Prof.Triquet says that the breed is represented worldwide in huge numbers.  At the last world dog show, 103 Australian Shepherds were entered.

Unanimous approval.

Cao Fila de San Miguel

Prof.Triquet reports on his visit to Oporto, together with Mr Jorge Nallem (standards commission) where they both had a chance to see a very homogeneous breed with excellent dentitions and movement.  It is a healthy breed, with a balanced temperament and faithful to its owner.  The Cao Fila de San Miguel is, as indicated by Mr Nallem from Uruguay, close to the recently recognised Cimarrón.  Although the breed is present mainly in Portugal, the standards commission recommends its approval.

Mrs Molinari adds that it is a very ancient breed, very functional.  She indicates that the CPC (Portugal Kennel Club) will follow the decision of the General Assembly as far as the group where this breed should be put : group 1 or 2.  The Cao Fila de San Miguel is, she says, a herding and a guard dog.

Prof.Triquet makes it clear that, based on the morphology (close to that of the Cimarrón) of the breed and the purpose for which it was originally created, the standards commission recommends to put it in Group 2.

Mr Järvinen indicates that this breed is right now in Group 1 and that the programmes for several shows have already been published.  If the breed is, overnight, put in group 2, lots of documents would have to be destroyed.  It is therefore recommended to 

1. recognize the breed on a definitive basis

2. make the breed already eligible for the CACIB from the shows to take place in Mexico this week

3. to leave the breed in group 1 for the moment and to transfer it to group 2 from January 1st, 2008

Unanimous approval on all points

Cane Corso

Prof.Triquet explains that the proposal for recognition of the breed was suggested by the standards commission BEFORE the ENCI did it.

Fifteen years ago, the breed was largely represented but was very heterogeneous.  

In Italy and all over the world, a huge job was done and the standard commission recommends the approval on a definitive basis of the breed.

It is suggested that the breed be already eligible for the CACIB from the shows to take place in Mexico this week.

Unanimous approval.

2.00 pm : Lunch break

3.30 pm : the meeting resumes

15.
World Dog Shows

2011 World Dog Show, FCI Centenary

Mr Müller reminds the General Assembly about the decision made two years ago in Buenos Aires: the election for the host of the 2011 World Dog Show and General Assembly is restricted to the five founding member countries of the FCI as 2011 will mark the 100 years of the FCI.

The Société Centrale Canine (France) is the only candidate.  Following a nice presentation (the event would take place near Paris), Mr Petitdidier explains that in 2011, a Veterinarian World Congress will take place, that the 1st Veterinarian School created in the world will celebrate its 250th birthday and that the SCC will be 130 years old.  

Unanimous approval.  The SCC will organize the 2011 world dog show and the General Assembly.

2012 World Dog Show : Austria and Hungary

Mr Müller informs the General Assembly of the support of the General Committee in favour of Austria.  The OeKV is, among the five founding member countries, the only organisation which was not “offered” an event in 2011. Mr Jakkel indicates that although MEOE is a candidate, they withdraw their candidature out of fair-play.  The OeKV is very thankful to the MEOE.

After a nice presentation about Salzburg (where the show would take place), Dr Kreiner says a few words about the venue, describing precisely the facilities.

Unanimous approval.  The OeKV will host the 2012 world dog show.

Point 12, which had been postponed, is now discussed by the General Assembly.

Draft for new Statutes : proposal of the General Committee and proposal from several countries from the FCI European Section
Mr Müller mentions the two proposals which are put forward : one by the General Committee and the other by several countries of the European Section.  He feels sorry, he says, that it was not possible to bring up only one proposal.  He sees two possibilities : either the General Assembly discusses the statutes (and standing orders) today and tomorrow or both documents are referred to a small working group within the General Committee plus the representatives of the sections.  The proposal would then be re-discussed at the next General Assembly.

The European Section, represented by Mr Hindse, expresses its wish to have this particular point studied during these two days.  MM Jipping, El Baroudi, Jakkel and Habig all strongly back Mr Hindse’s position.  Mr Habig and El Baroudi also suggest that all the points which are common to the two proposals be approved “in block” and that more detailed debates and discussions take place about the remaining points before we can vote them.  Most points, both say, are common to the two drafts.

Mr Martinez indicates that the procedure to draft the proposals for the statutes and standing orders was very democratic.  He hopes that a solution can be found these days and if not, he suggests to postpone this essential point to the next General Assembly, as proposed by Mr Müller.

Mr Müller is convinced about the importance of the statutes and adds that they should be studied point by point.  He asks the opinion of the General Assembly.

A huge majority is in favour of immediate discussions.

Mr Müller leaves the floor to the president of the FCI legal commission, Dr Scheibler.  This commission was intensively involved in the preparation of the draft presented by the General Committee.

A discussion starts about how to determine the majority.  The statutes read that 2/3 of the votes are necessary for an amendment to the statutes to be approved.  Mr Hindse believes that we should take in consideration only the cast votes ; otherwise, he says, the fact that many countries do not vote would make the approval very difficult.  The majority, according to Mr Scheibler should be 35 votes (2/3 of 52 = 34,6).

Mr Frascino tells the General Assembly that, from a legal point of view, he feels that statutes cannot be amended with less than 35 votes.  

Mr Habig shares Mr Frascino’s opinion and again suggests that a single vote takes place on all the common points.

It is decided to apply a majority of 35 votes and to start point by point for the moment.

Definitions : the amendments proposed by the European Section (ES) for the definitions of “members”(38), “breed standard” (45) and “chairman” (37) are all approved.  With a last vote (45), the whole paragraph, as suggested by the ES, is approved.

Article 1 : no change.

Article 2, (2) and (3) : 46 countries in favour of the proposal of the ES.

Article 2, point c : 44 countries are in favour of the proposal of the ES.

Article 2, point g : a long and intensive debate takes place about the proposal of the ES.  MM Habig, Hindse, El Baroudi, Ahmansson and Eva are definitely in favour of the proposal of the ES and consider that the principle “the breed standard belongs to the country of origin of the breed” must apply to England, Canada and United States too.

Mr Reisinger indicates that it is essential that for health reasons (he quotes the absence of teeth in the breed standard of the Labrador) the FCI be given the possibility to amend the breed standards of English (for example) breeds.

Finally, 46 countries are in favour of the proposal of the ES.

44 countries express their approval on all the amendments brought to Art.2

At 5.30 pm, Mr Müller closes the first part of the General Assembly.

At 9.30 am, Mr Müller opens the second day of the General Assembly.

Mr De Clercq calls out the full members ; the majority, as yesterday, is reached with 27 votes and a majority of 35 votes is necessary to amend the statutes.

Articles 3 to 8 included : 52 countries approve these articles which are similar in the two proposals (ES and General Committee).

However, Mr L.Hernández asks that the wording “as a member”, Article 7, point a), be deleted.  To keep this wording could be understood as if in a country, the FCI could have  a member AND a contract partner simultaneously.

In addition, Mr Ahmansson explains that if we do accept only one organisation per country, we could be faced with problems with the EU legislation.  Mr Scheibler indicates that the General Committee is perfectly aware of it but insists that there are plenty of ongoing legal cases for this reason in Europe and nobody can be sure how they will end up.  The General Assembly could react, afterwards, if necessary (forced by a Court).

The proposal of Spain (Mr Hernández) is unanimously approved (52).

Article 9, point a) and b) : Mr Frascino indicates that all the countries have to work hard to make the FCI grow.  He believes that the request of the General Committee is to be considered as MINIMUM requirements (2 shows for associate and 4 for full members). He asks the ES to withdraw its proposal.

Mr Hindse answers that the FCI includes big, medium and small countries and adds that should the decision of the General Committee be approved this would mean that smaller countries would have to be excluded.  The FCI, he says, is a worldwide organisation and we have to take the interests of all parties into consideration.  Consequently the ES will not withdraw its proposal.

Mr Santos indicates that his kennel club (Philippines) cannot afford to organize 4 shows a year.  Mr Schwab shares his opinion, as well as Mrs Kincaid who insists on the huge costs entailed by the necessity to have an air conditioning system in the halls in her country.  Mr El Baroudi insists on the importance, within the FCI, of the smaller countries.  Mrs Molinari asks if we should consider the exclusion of our member in Monaco if the proposal of the General Committee is approved.

Mr Velez-Pico says that although Puerto Rico is a small country his kennel club (FCPR) sets up 8 shows a year.  He is against the proposal of the ES. 

Mr Fischer insists that the General Assembly convened to agree on points which can be complied with by all the members.

Finally, 42 countries vote in favour of the ES proposal.

Articles 10 to 13 : these articles are the same in both versions.  48 countries vote in favour.

Article 14, point a) : Mr Hindse says the difference between the two proposals is a matter of ambition.  The FCI is, he repeats, a world organisation with a wish for expansion.

Mr Eva is against the proposal of the General Committee : Africa exists and there is a great canine potential on this continent.

Mr Scheibler indicates that the proposal of the General Committee reflects the current situation and can be changed any time.  The General Committee proposal is backed by Mr Frascino.

Mr Habig insists on the wish of the FCI to be global.  To reject the proposal of the ES would be an insult to Africa. Mrs Molinari says that the ES proposal boils down to anticipating the future and she agrees totally with this motion.

Mr Deschuymere points out that in order to be represented at the General Committee, a section has to have a minimum of 5 members.

Mr Goldberg says that the Middle East Section will not be able to have 5 members until 100 years have passed.  Mr Reisinger replies that Kazakstan, Uzbekistan or Azerbaidjan could be in this section.  According to Mr Goldberg, the Middle East includes Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel and possibly Palestine.  He asks, on two occasions, for an official list of the countries which are understood to be part of the Middle East.  Mr Habig says that the General Assembly was not convened to discuss about politics.  Mr El Baroudi believes that we should not talk about what can or will happen in the future.  Twenty years ago, he says, the situation was totally different from now and nobody would have imagined that Russia or China would be part of the FCI.

Finally, 42 countries vote in favour of the ES proposal,

Article 14,  point b) 6 : 42 countries also vote for the new point b) 6 as suggested by the ES.

A definitive vote is asked for the whole Article 14 as written by the ES : 42 countries in favour.  

Article 15 : 48 countries approve this article.

Article 16, point b) 2 : Mr Hindse indicates how important it is to know beforehand what are the activity plans of the FCI.

Article 16, point b) 5 :  Before starting the discussion, Mrs Molinari points out that according to the statutes, the elections should have taken place at the end of the General Assembly and she would like this requirement to appear in the new statutes.

Mr Müller replies that he asked at the beginning of the Assembly if the delegates approved the agenda.  No observation was made at that moment.  He adds that considering the very long debates which were supposed to take place about the statutes, we could have been short of time to do the elections after the discussions about the statutes.  

The proposal of Mrs Molinari (to have the elections at the end of the General Assembly) is overwhelmingly turned down.

A long discussion about the election of the FCI President by the General Assembly takes place.  It is finally approved and the President will be elected by the General Assembly, as suggested by the ES with a clarification that the President is elected among the 6 members elected by the General Assembly.  48 countries are in favour.

Article 16, point b) 11 : 48 countries in favour.

A vote on the whole article is made : 48 countries in favour of the ES proposal.

Article 17, point c) : Mr Hindse informs that the ES withdraws its proposal (2 delegates)

Article 17, point k) : 47 countries in favour of the ES proposal.

Complying with Mr Habig’s request, Mr De Clercq suggests a break to take place so that he can check what articles are exactly similar in both drafts.  A “package” vote will then be asked on these articles.

Articles 18, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38 : 52 countries are in favour of these new articles.

Article 19 : Further to a long debate, it is finally agreed to elect the president for a 2-year term although several countries consider it too short a period.   It is indicated that to elect a president for a 4-year term when the member elected as president has only a 2-year term left to serve would make things complicated. 

The 2 and 4-year terms are clarified (new proposal from the General Committee, not in terms of calender but in terms of periods between two or three ordinary General Assemblies).

Mrs Kincaid would like the word “citizenship” to be clarified.  It is understood that the world “nationality” would be more appropriate.

Finally, the ES, Republic of Korea and Japan express their wish that the candidate for elections (outgoing or new) has to have the support of his/her national kennel club.

A vote takes place for the whole new Article 19 : 50 countries are in favour.

Article 20, point c) : Mr Scheibler informs of a new amendment proposed by the General Committee with regard to the competences of the General Committee :

“to manage the day-to-day business, with the right to empower the executive director to do it.”

Article 20, points n) and r) (proposals of the ES)
46 countries approve the whole article.

Article 22, point 3 a) and b) : Mr Scheibler informs of two new amendments proposed by the General Committee with regard to the competences of the Executive Director

a) The Executive director is the Chief Executive Officer of the Secretariat General and is an employee of the FCI.  He has to report on his activity to the General Committee
b) 
He shall be responsible, according to the instructions from the General Committee and/or the President, for:

50 countries in favour.

Article 22, point 5 : the proposal of the ES is approved by a majority of 50 countries.

A general vote for the whole article 22 takes place : 50 countries are in favour.

Article 25 : the proposal of the ES is approved by 52 countries with the same wording as for Art.19.

Article 29 : approval of the ES proposal by 52 countries.

Article 35 : Mr Scheibler informs of a new proposal from the General Committee.  47 countries express their approval.

Entry into force and appeal of the decisions

Decisions passed by the General Assembly, with the exception of amendments to the statutes, shall enter into force on the date set by the General Assembly.   Any decision of the General Assembly can be appealed within a 90-day deadline after the decision became effective
Draft for new Standing Orders : proposal of the General Committee and proposal from several countries from the FCI European Section
The procedure is the same and Mr De Clercq informs of all the articles which are common in both proposals.  It is pointed out that a majority of 27 votes is necessary.

Articles 2-4-5-6-12-13 : 49 countries approve these new articles.

Article 1 : Mr Hindse indicates that the new requirement to be eligible for full membership (3.000 dogs registered in the year prior to the application) would prevent smaller countries from getting this status.

Mr Frascino considers that no matter the figure, there should be a minimum registration number to comply with.

39 countries are in favour of the ES proposal.

Article 3, point 6 : the ES proposal is approved by 41 countries.

Article 7, points 1, 4 and 5 : point 1 is approved by 48 countries and Mr Hindse explains that point 4) and 5) are consequences of the decision made the day before.  48 countries give their approval.

Article 8, points 1, 9, 10 :  Further to a long debate, it is decided to refer an essential question to the FCI Breeding Commission for comments and consideration : “the puppies must be registered with the national canine organisation of the country where they are born”.  

An addition, the word “official”, is suggested for point 9 : “in one of the four official FCI languages”.

47 countries vote in favour of the new article 8.

Article 9, points 1, 2 and 4.d) : the representative of the KC of Taiwan indicates that some countries could have problems to afford the compulsory registration of kennel names with the FCI.  Mr Reisinger indicates that the fee is 6 € and lasts for a life-time.

46 countries vote in favour of the new article 9.

Article 10 : Mrs Molinari says that the proposal of the ES is a totally new approach.  The different kennel clubs have, she says, no time to study the complaints against the judging.  She adds that judging is subjective and it is impossible to make a decision about a complaint.

The ES withdraws its proposal and 46 countries approve the proposal which appears in the document of the General Committee.

Article 11 : Mr Müller indicates that the main concern about this point is to avoid the “tourism” among judges (judges are educated and licensed in countries where it seems easier to get a license).  

It is also made clear that a judge who comes back to his/her country of origin after a stay abroad has to be re-included in the list of the judges of his/her country.

Two main principles should remain effective : a judge is licensed by the country where he/she lives and a judge can appear only on ONE list of judges.

48 countries turn down the proposal of the ES.  The wording in the proposal of the General Committee is kept.

Finally, Mr Scheibler asks the General Assembly to make a final vote for the whole text of the new Statutes as approved yesterday and today : 52 countries are in favour

Mr Scheibler asks then the General Assembly to make a final vote for the whole text of the new Standing Orders as approved today : 52 countries are in favour.

Mr Müller thanks the General Assembly and particulary Mr Scheibler for their contribution.

The Statutes will be sent to the Belgian authorities for approval and publication in the “Moniteur belge”.  In the meantime, the current statutes apply for at least the next 90 days.  The General Assembly nearly unanimously approves (51 countries).

Mr Müller insists that this General Assembly will mark a turning point in the history of the FCI and he hopes that the newly approved Statutes will remain valid for a couple of years.

Mr Müller asks if there are any points under “Any Other Business”.

Mr Llamas takes the floor and says that the Gibraltar Kennel Club had sent an application for full membership in due time.  It does not appear on the agenda because the General Committee has turned it down for the GKC had not registered a minimum of 2.000 dogs during the year before its application.  Mr Llamas indicates that the understanding of the ruling by the GKC was different (a total of 2.000 dogs already registered the year before the application is made).  He adds that the wording of the current statutes (in English) is not clear.

Mr Müller indicates that he believes that the statutes are clear and that since the point is not on the agenda, no vote can take place and no decision made.

Mr Martinez also considers the meeting of the General Assembly as essential for the future of the FCI.  He expresses his thanks to the FCM.

Mr Müller thanks the FCM, the interpreters and underlines the excellent atmosphere which prevailed over these two days.

Mr Woo says how proud he is that his kennel club is part of the FCI and he thanks the General Committee, the FCM and the European Section for their active participation.

At 4.30 pm, Mr Müller closes the meeting and wishes all the members a good stay in Mexico for the World Dog Show.
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