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Minutes of the FCI General Committee Meeting, 

Madrid, February 21-22nd, 2006 

Participants : 
Mr H.Müller (CH), President



Mr K.Reisinger (A), Vice-President



Mr R.de Santiago (PR), Treasurer



Mr U.Fischer (D)



Mr K.Järvinen (FIN)

Mr S.Stefik (SK)



Mr J.Hindse-Madsen (DK), European Section delegate

Mr T.Nagamura (J), Asian Section delegate



Mr M.A.Martínez (ARG), Americas and Carib Section delegate



Mr Y.De Clercq (B), Executive Director



Mr I.Awashima (J), Japanese interpreter

1.
Opening

At 9.00 am, Mr Müller opens the meeting and welcomes all the members in Madrid.  He extends a special welcome to Mr Nagamura, the new representative of the FCI Asian Section and to Mr Scheibler, member of the FCI legal commission, whose presence is requested to help examine the new draft of statutes and standing orders from a legal point of view.  It is decided to discuss about the Articles of Association and the General Rules on the second meeting day.

2.
Minutes of the meeting in Brussels, November 2005 : approval
No comment is made.  The members thank Mr De Clercq for this excellent report.

Follow-up of the minutes of the meeting in Brussels, November 2005

Canadian Kennel Club 

Mr De Clercq indicates that, as instructed, he again wrote to the CKC.  He got a first reply stating that the original letter was never received by the CKC.  He sent this very first letter once again mid January.  Since then, the CKC has not sent any reply.  It is agreed to write again to the Canadian club and give a deadline for the answer.

China National Kennel Club

This matter will be discussed later.

Meeting between the FCI and MEOE
The pedigrees problems were addressed by MM Müller and Reisinger with the OeKV and Mr Nagy, President of MEOE.  The latter promised to keep this issue under strict control in order to avoid the issuance of pedigrees to dogs born outside Hungary.  

Meeting of the Herding Dogs Commission

MM De Clercq and Fischer tried to find a suitable date for a meeting but did not succeed.  Mr Scheld, member of the commission, Mr Scheld, finally managed to find a date, April 2006.  MM Fischer and De Clercq should attend this meeting.

Meeting of the Spaniels Commission

Mr Stefik set a date for a meeting, i.e March 18th, 2006 in Brussels.

Balkan breeds

Mr De Clercq informs that Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia-Montenegro and Romania have reacted to the proposal made by the FCI General Committee and have sent the appropriate material for the recognition of the breeds.  This point will be discussed later on.

3.
Minutes of the commissions meetings : comments
Standards Commission, Munich, Nov.2005

Page 3, Lagotto Romagnolo : the FCI is waiting for a possible proposal from the ENCI.

The General Committee appreciates the comments made on what a standard should not look like.  Mr De Clercq will turn to the RSCE for a possible re-writing of the standard of the Dogo Canario.

Rescue Dogs Commission, Stockholm, Sept.2005

Page 3, FCI Judges : “FCI shall draw up Guideline for FCI Rescue Dogs Judges”.  It is made clear that it is up to the commission to draw up these guidelines.

Mr Järvinen reports about the “incident” which happened during the meeting of the FCI Judges Commissions where some attending people were asked to leave the room because they were not the delegates of their national kennel club for this very commission.  It is pointed out that the General Committee has been tolerating, for a long time, the presence of the delegates of the FCI Show Commission at FCI Judges Commission meetings, which is against our Rules.  The General Committee understands that those members are not happy and think that a less “drastic” solution could have been used.  A letter will however be sent to all the presidents of the commissions to notify them that each country can be represented by ONE member only.

Agility Commission, Valladolid, Sept.2005

Mr De Clercq reports on some remarks made by Mr Petitididier, president of the commission.

Page 2, item 2 : “They all agreed” should read “Since there is no other candidate, they all agreed”.

Page 3, item 5 : “So the delegates decided to put this event officially under the umbrella of the FCI” should read “So the delegates suggested to put this event officially under the umbrella of the FCI”.

Page 4, item 6 : “Following points were discussed and it was decided that with effect from 2007…” should read “Following points were discussed and it was suggested that with effect from 2007…”.

Sighthounds Commission, Mont de Marsan, Sept.2005

Page 3, point 7, muzzles for Italian Greyhounds : Mr Hindse-Madsen is not in favour of having a different rule in the different countries.  It would be appreciated to have a uniform ruling.

Breeding Commission, Copenhagen, Aug.2005

A new president was elected, Mrs A.Bak Fredriksen (DK).   Mr De Clercq indicates that the proposals of this commission will, most likely, be sent very soon to the FCI and then discussed later on by the General Committee (middle of page 5).

Page 5, last paragraph : Mr Reisinger explains that the aim of this debate is to reach some kind of harmonisation in the elaboration of the pedigrees.

Page 6, ISDS pedigrees : Mr De Clercq reminds a previous decision of the General Committee whereby ISDS pedigrees cannot be recognised by the FCI members unless they are accompanied by an export pedigree issued by the Kennel Club (England).

Mr Fischer inquires about the eligibility of FCI pedigree dogs to take part in trials organised by the Australian Shepherd Club of America (ASCA).  The members state that such dogs are allowed to take part in ASCA trials and get an ASCA registration number (which is not a studbook registration number).

Retrievers Commission, Michelndorf, Nov.2005

Mr Stefik reports that environmentalists (green parties) were very eager to do anything they could to prevent the European Cup from taking place.  He insists on the fact that the organisers of such events have to refrain from publishing on Internet the details of the place where they will take place and to avoid, when advertising them, to use words like “shooting” or “live and natural game”.

It is agreed that the position to adopt with regard to the bird flu should be discussed.

Mr Stefik indicates that the English judges who were invited made a very good job during the European Cup.  The atmosphere at the meeting was excellent and the commission members understood the observations of the General Committee.

Page 6 : it is agreed that the FCI will wait for an official correspondence from the VDH to possibly inquire about this matter.

4.
Minutes of the FCI Executive Committee meeting, Tampa, Jan.2006

Page 2, point 4 : it is made clear that the contract which is referred to needs (between the FCI and IAMS) to be revised and studied by a legal expert.  Mr Scheibler is asked to do it.  After a very long and lively debate, the members of the General Committee do not want any exclusivity clause to appear on this contract, which could possibly be binding to the member organisations.  It is made clear that this contract mainly deals with advertising in the FCI magazine and that show sponsorship is also involved (up to the organisers of the show).  Mr Martinez adds that the logo which will be used (FCI and IAMS) should be clearly divided in two parts.

The General Committee members allow Mr Reisinger to go on negotiating, bearing in mind the above conditions.  If signed, this contract would be valid for 1 year with a possibility to extend it, afterwards, to 4 years.

Page 2, point 3 : Mr de Santiago shows all the members of the General Committee the logo and stationery which have been selected by the Executive Committee for the 100-year anniversary.  They all agree.

Page 3, point 4 : the contract referred to clarifies the relations between the FCI and Stratego.  

Page 3, point 6, China : Mr Müller informs that, considering the size of this country, it would be appropriate to sign a partnership contract with more than one organisation.  The FCI Articles of Association allow it as China would be a contract partner and not a member.  

It is agreed to re-discuss the Chinese issue later on.

5.
Report of the Treasurer 

Mr de Santiago informs that the benefit for 2005 amounts to € 125.000.  75% of our incomes come from the CACIB fees.  The situation is sound and the complete Balance Sheets and Loss and Profit Account will be available at the next meeting.

As far as the debts of some of our member countries are concerned, Mr de Santiago reports on recent letters which were sent and which gave excellent results.

The General Committee thanks Mr de Santiago for this excellent job.

6.
Partnership contracts

China National Kennel Club (CNKC) : report by Mr De Clercq.

Mr De Clercq reports on the information which are of interest in all the documents handed over by this club to the FCI Office.  His report is quite similar to the one given by Mr Reisinger on the occasion of the last meeting in Brussels.  It is interesting to note that according to the Articles of Association of the CNKC, any person who once ate dogs in his life is forbidden to get CNKC membership.  The opinion of the General Committee is positive.  

China Kennel Union (CKU) : report by MM Müller and Reisinger

MM Müller and Reisinger insist on the importance, for the FCI, to have a partner in China.  To sign a partnership contract with this club or another will give the FCI a good chance to supervise and to get information about the canine situation in China.  Next April, MM Müller, Reisinger and de Santiago are invited to officiate at a dog show organised in Beijing by the CKU.  It is made clear that, in case a contract is signed with the CKU, the latter will be required to be open to any other club in China.  The General Committee agrees.

Mr Nagamura indicates that the Chinese application has been on the Asian Kennel Union agenda for 5 or 6 years.  The AKU members, where Chinese people are strongly represented (Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Thailand) regularly provide information about the different clubs in China.  Mr Nagamura asks the General Committee to keep the AKU informed about the future developments of the talks with Chinese clubs.  He indicates that the JKC has been in touch for a couple of years with the CKU and the CNKC.  He adds that in December 2005, the JKC was approached by the China Working Dog Management Association.

It is agreed that Mr Nagamura will take part, together with MM Müller, Reisinger and de Santiago, in the talks with these three Chinese clubs which will take place on the occasion of the judging appointment next April.  It would be desirable to unite these three clubs into one roof organisation.  Mr Müller points out that the Chinese partnership issue is, before all, a matter for the FCI Executive Committee for which the assistance of the FCI Asian Section is necessary.

Mr Fischer’s final proposal is that the General Committee should give its approval to the Executive Committee and the president of the FCI Asian Section to find the most suitable solution for the FCI in China.  The General Committee agrees.

Subsequently, Mr Reisinger asks for some clarifications about the way the Asia Kennel Union is working and if a national kennel club had to be first member of the AKU before it could enter into a partnership contract with the FCI.  It is first made clear that the AKU is the FCI Asian Section.  It is also indicated that according to AKU rules, a breed can be recognised in 5 years by this organisation whereas it takes 10 years to get FCI recognition, which is the reason why most Asian breeds are first recognised by the AKU.  Finally, the president of the AKU is asked to send a copy of the statutes of this Section to the FCI Office.

Kyrgistan

Mr Reisinger says that we are now faced with 4 different applications.  He adds that he will travel to this country next November and will meet with the representatives of the clubs.  He will check the situation and try to build a roof organisation.  He adds that Kyrgistan is an important country for its neighbours, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, which have no FCI member country around them.

Kennel Club of Pakistan

Mr Nagamura reports on his visit to the Kennel Club of Pakistan and on the excellent impression he had (studbooks, shows, statistics, breeding rules, etc.).  Mr Nagamura recommends to sign a partnership contract with this organisation and to consider the possibility to accept this club as a member on the occasion of the next FCI General Assembly in 2007 as it used to be an FCI member before.  MM Fischer and Reisinger point out that all the countries (like Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia, etc.) which formerly were part of Yugoslavia had to restart from the very beginning : to be contract partners before being approved, later on, as full members.

National Kennel Club, Pakistan

Mr Nagamura then reports on the second club (National Kennel Club, Pakistan) which applied for partnership 4 years ago.  His report is based on a detailed document written by a Malaysian judge who officiated at a show of this club.  The report is rather negative.

However Mr De Clercq informs the General Committee of a letter sent to the FCI Office by a lawyer defending the interests of the National Kennel Club, Pakistan in which his client complains that the delegate of the FCI Asian Section never visited them as requested  by the FCI General Committee a couple of years ago.

Consequently, the decision is postponed and Mr Nagamura is asked to carry out an official investigation and provide a report on his visit to the National Kennel Club, Pakistan.  Mr De Clercq will answer to the lawyer.

7.
Recognition of new breeds
Russian Toy 

The standard has already been approved by the FCI Standards Commission.  The members are shown once again a series of pictures of this breed.  The FCI Scientific Commission gave a positive opinion about the 8 bloodlines but did not wish to express itself about the final recognition as no member from this commission and from the Standards Commission was sent in Russia for a on-the-spot investigation.  It is reminded that Mr Järvinen and Mrs Assenmacher were assigned this task by the General Committee and that they provided a report.  Further to some more discussions, the breed is accepted as proposed in Brussels :

Russian Toy, Group 9, 2 types (long and short-haired) which can be crossed.

Cimarrón Uruguayo

The standard has already been approved by the FCI Standards Commission.  The members are being shown an interesting DVD illustrating the breed.  They were also given a complete report about the health of the breed and MM Müller and Martínez report about the show they have attended last December in Montevideo where the breed was heavily represented.  

Mr Martínez reports on the excellent temperament of the breed, on its healthiness and recommends the approval.  The members of the General Committee approve.

Cimarrón Uruguayo, Group 2

Both breeds will not be eligible for the CACIB until they are recognised on a definitive basis but are eligible for the different FCI titles.

Tornjak and Balkan Shepherd Dog

At this stage, Mr De Clercq reminds about the point “follow-up of the meeting in Brussels” and informs that Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina (for the Tornjak) and Romania and Serbia-Montenegro (for the South European Shepherd Dog) have provided the necessary documents for the recognition.

After viewing the documentation, the General Committee decides as follows : the breeds are recognised on a provisional basis provided that the FCI Standards and Scientific Commission give a positive report on these applications on the occasion of their next meeting in June this year.

· Romania – Serbia-Montenegro : Balkan Shepherd Dog, two types : Romania Shepherd Dog – Bucovina and Serbian Shepherd Dog, Group 2.  Possibility to cross them.

· Croatia – Bosnia-Herzegovina : Bosnian and Herzegovinian – Croatian Shepherd Dog – Tornjak.

8.
Proposals of the Commissions

Standards Commission

· Havanese : brown colour : approval by the General Committee

· Lagotto Romagnolo : no new standard.  The FCI waits for a suggestion from the ENCI as far as the colour is concerned.

· Barbet : the new standard is accepted

· Braque du Bourbonnais : the new standard is accepted

· Zwergschnauzer, Riesenschnauzer and Deutscher Pinscher : amendments about the weight are approved.

· Drever : the amendments are approved with two remarks : Faulty position of one or both canines of the lower jaw which, when the mouth is shut, can damage the upper gums or the palate” instead of “canine-tooth touching gums” and addition of “aggressive or overly shy”.

· Vastgotaspets : approval of the addition of the list of “faults”.

· Briard : Mr Fischer objects to the fact that one cannot consider as a “disqualifying fault” points which cannot be checked in case the dog has cropped ears.  The General Committee suggests to have the “disqualifying faults” considered as “faults”.  The FCI Office will get in touch with the SCC in France.

· The General Committee thanks and approves Mr Triquet’s suggestions about the amendments to bring into the breeds whose standards depended on the AKC/CKC/KC and whose patronage has now been taken over by the FCI.  Mr Fischer will get in touch with Mr Triquet to establish a list of the breeds whose standards has to be revised in order to improve the breeds from a health standpoint.

· Re-wording of the breed standard of the Dogo Canario : Mr De Clercq will get in touch with the RSCE.

Agility Commission

Criteria to fulfill for a team “Dog-Handler-Owner” to be member of an FCI member organisation at FCI Working Championships

The proposal is approved by the FCI General Committee with the addition of an observation with regard to the handler.  It reads as follows :

· Owners and handlers must have the nationality of the country or must have their  permanent residence in the country for which his/her dog will compete. It is up to the National Cynological Organisation to determine the residential status of the owner and handler. In case of dual nationality, he/she can choose either country without restriction ; however, he/she can only compete for one country.

· The dog must have been registered with the studbook of the country for which it will compete for a minimum of 12 months.

· The handler is allowed to compete with a maximum of 4 dogs.

At this stage, Mr De Clercq informs of a letter he has received earlier in the morning, by fax, from the president of the Gibraltar Kennel Club, Mr Requeña, member of the FCI Commission for British Pointers.  This letter deals with the above problem.  The members however do not wish to discuss this letter as it was not sent by the President of the Commission involved.

European Open : possibility for non-pedigree dogs to participate.

MM Nagamura and Martínez express their  opposition to this proposal.  The General Committee decides that although it must be made clear -on all publicity, programmes, documents, etc- that this event IS NOT an FCI Competition (prohibition to name it “FCI European Open”), the national canine organisations are alllowed to let their judges officiate there and that all dogs, with or without a pedigree, are allowed to compete.  Such a measure applies equally to the Obedience and Rescue Dogs European Open Competitions (if any).

Retrievers Commission

The FCI General Committee agrees with the proposal.  Dogs from Retriever breeds (FCI Group 8), which are KC (England) registered and are “living” in England are eligible for the title of International Beauty Champion provided that they gained 2 CACIB and a Show Gundog Working Certificate.

9.
Miscellaneous and Correspondence

Dog/Handler/Owner : reactions of the commissions

Mr De Clercq communicates the current situation in the different commissions.  An official reaction from the following commissions is still expected : Continental Pointers, British Pointers, Ferreting Dogs, Hounds.

Letter of the RKF about the existence of different standards for three breeds.

The General Committee takes due note of the RKF answer and it is indicated that no proposal for new standards has yet been sent to the FCI Office.

Participation in CACIL events and FCI Championships of some breeds from Group 5 which, for a long period of time, have been taking part in Sighthounds racing 

Mr De Clercq reminds about the decision made by the General Committee in March 2003 in Katowice.  It reads : “The FCI was asked whether Pharaoh Hounds or Podencos (for example) were allowed to take part in FCI Championships (in this very case, the European Coursing Championship).  Apparently, it has been a common practice for years although these breeds are not in group X.  Further to a long debate, it is decided to let these breeds compete”.

After a long debate during which no real majority with a clear opinion could be established, it is decided to refer this item to the FCI Sighthounds Races Commission. The commission should make comments to the General Committee about the following questions:

 

Only the following breeds from Group 5, Pharaoh Hound, Podenco Ibicenco and Cirneco dell’Etna, are allowed to take part in international races and coursings as well as in FCI racing and coursing Championships without any possibility to get a CACIL.  They are however eligible for the title of champion

 

Or 

 

Only the following breeds from Group 5, Pharaoh Hound, Podenco Ibicenco and Cirneco dell’Etna, are allowed to take part in international races and coursings as well as in FCI racing and coursing Championships without any possibility to get the title of champion title.  They are however eligible for the CACIL.

 

Or 

 

Only the following breeds from Group 5, Pharaoh Hound, Podenco Ibicenco and Cirneco dell’Etna, are allowed to take part in international races and coursings as well as in FCI racing and coursing Championships and they are eligible for the CACIL and for the title of champion.
Letter of the Icelandic Kennel Club : requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch for working breeds

The FCI General Committee appreciates that the Icelandic Kennel Club expressed its wish to make its working breeds work and decide the following, with retroactive effect :

Working (and Utility) breeds from groups 1-2-3-4-5-6 and all Flushing and Water breeds from group 8 have to obtain :

· 2 CACIB in one or more countries, under two different judges from two different nationalities and from two FCI member countries.  Between the first and last CACIB, a minimum period of one year and one day must have elapsed.  This period is to be understood as follows : for example, from January 1st, 2004 to January 1st, 2005

· Passed Mentality Test

· Bronze Medal in Obedience

· Passed Traking Test, level 1

Working breeds from group 7 and Retriever breeds from group 8 have to obtain :

· 2 CACIB in one or more countries, under two different judges from two different nationalities and from two FCI member countries.  Between the first and last CACIB, a minimum period of one year and one day must have elapsed.  This period is to be understood as follows : for example, from January 1st, 2004 to January 1st, 2005.  

· A passed  hunting test/trial specific to the breed in which the Certificat d'Aptitude au Championnat National de Travail (CACT) is competed for.  
Letters of the Kennel Club of Taiwan and the Philippine Canine Club : requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch

Further to some discussions, Mr Nagamura suggests that the point be brought up to the next meeting of the FCI Asian Section with a view to put forward to the General Committee a proposal which would be common to all the Asian countries members of the FCI.  The FCI General Committee agrees.

Bulgarian Republican Federation of Cynology : registration of dogs born in Croatia

Mr De Clercq informs the General Committee about this issue and about the answer and conclusions which were drawn.  The Committee approves and confirms that this situation is not acceptable.  Should it repeat, sanctions will be taken.

Letter of the Kennel Club (England) : partnership agreement

The FCI General Committee expresses its repeated wish to enter into a partnership agreement with the Kennel Club but is not satisfied with the suggestion put forward.  The FCI General Committee will come back with another proposal.

Kennel Club of San Marino : show held in Italy

The FCI General Committee points out that this situation is exceptionnal and the approval to hold a show in Italy will not automatically be given every year.

Letter of the Swedish Kennel Klub : Norbottenspets : requirements to gain the title of Int.B.Ch.

The FCI General Committee agrees that this breed, in order to gain the title of International Beauty Champion, must have passed a working trial (adapted to the breed) only in Norway, Sweden and Finland.

10.
Any Other Business

· Mr Järvinen hands over to each member a DVD about the double CACIB show which took place in Helsinki in December with an entry of 7500 dogs per day and adds that the show was televised, live, in prime time.  It was a great success.

· Mr Fischer hands over two sets of documents to Mr Reisinger, responsible for all breeding and registration matters, about what seems to be incorrect registration of imports.

· Mr Hindse-Madsen relays a query from the Siberian Husky Club of Denmark : “is there any FCI World Championship scheduled to take place ?”.  The answer is clearly “no”.

· Mr Reisinger indicates the need for somewhat “universal” breeding rules.  Some countries have no breeding rules at all, some countries have health requirements exclusively, some require show results exclusively and some want both, health requirements and show results.

· Mr Fischer indicates that the VDH, as representative of the country of origin of the breeds further referred to, co-signed a cooperation agreement (similar to those signed by the FCI with the WUSV for example) with the following World Breed Associations : WUSV, IDC, Pinscher and Schnauzers, German Wire Haired Pointers, Dachshund, Leonberger, ATIBOX, Deutscher Jagd Terrier and Eurasier.  The FCI is asked to sign these agreements if it agrees.

· Mr Nagamura hands over to the Executive Director the FCI statistics for the year 2005 from all the Asian Section countries and the yearly activity and financial report of the Asian Section for the year 2005.

At  5.30 pm, Mr Müller closes the meeting.

The meeting resumes on the following day, 10.00 am, same participants

Discussion about the Articles of Association and General Rules

The members seize the opportunity to have Mr Scheibler attending the meeting to discuss the Statutes and General Rules once again.

The debates are very long and the meeting is over at 4.30 pm without having drafted a final proposal.  It is consequently decided to meet again in April and dedicate the whole meeting to this point.  End April, early May, the final draft will be sent to the member countries with a request to send their observations, comments and proposals within the next 3 months.  In October, the General Committee will again meet with the Legal Commission and draft a final text which will have to be submitted to the Belgian Ministry of Justice and then to the FCI General Assembly.

12.
Next meetings 

· April 11-12, 2006 in Winterthur

· October 24-25-26, 2006 in Rome (Legal Commission to meet on October 23 in Rome too)

· March 6-7, 2007 in Amsterdam

· May 20 and 22, 2007 in Acapulco in the frame of the FCI General Assembly

At 4.30 pm, Mr Müller closes the meeting and thanks all the delegates for their excellent and active role during these two days.

Outstanding points

· Canadian Kennel Club, page 1, Mr De Clercq

· China : partnership contract, page 4, Mr Müller

· Pakistan : partnership contract, page 5, Mr Nagamura
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