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Minutes of the FCI General Committee, Bad Tatzmannsdorf,

September 3rd and 4th, 2008

Attendees :
Mr H.Müller (CH) 

President



Mr K.Reisinger (A)

Vice-President



Mr R.de Santiago (PR)
Treasurer



Mr U.Fischer (D)



Mr K.Järvinen (FIN)



Mr S.Stefik (SK)



Mr J.Hindse (DK)

Delegate of the European Section



Mr T.Nagamura (J)

Delegate of the Asian and Pacific Section



Mr Y.De Clercq (B), Executive Director



Mr I.Awashima (J), Interpreter

1. Opening

At 10.00 am, Mr Müller opens the meeting and welcomes all the attending members in Austria.  

Unfortunately, Mr M.A.Martinez (AR), delegate of the Americas and Carib Section, is unable to join the meeting for health reasons.  All his colleagues wish him a very fast recovery and look forward to meeting him at the next session.

Mr Reisinger relays the warm welcome from the Austrian Kennel Club (OeKV) and he hopes that the meeting will take place in a very relaxed atmosphere.

2. Final approval of the letter of understanding with the American Kennel Club

The letter of understanding includes an appendix about the judging approval reciprocity.

With one or two minor cosmetic amendments, both documents are approved.  The final text will be re-submitted to the American Kennel Club and will then be signed by both parties.  The General Committee expresses its satisfaction and thanks the Executive Committee for an important achievement.

3. To define the FCI Mission Statement, the FCI Vision Statement and the FCI Values Statement 

Further to a very long debate, the General Committee approves an official FCI Mission Statement, FCI Vision Statement and FCI Values Statement, as suggested by Mr de Santiago (with slight amendments).

These official statements will be published in the FCI Magazine and on the FCI website.  

Referring to the health problems in breed standards (mentioned in the Values Statement), the General Committee expects some feedback from the ad hoc committee which met last November in Sweden, made up of Mrs Sporre-Willes and Mulholland (Standards Commission), Prof.Denis and Hedhammar (Scientific Commission) and Mr U.Fischer (General Committee).  Mrs Sporre-Willes informed that the group and the FCI would be informed about the first conclusions in the next few days.

It is expressed that in most cases, the breed standards are very clear and do not give room for some misinterpretation which can cause health problems in dogs.   It is mostly a judges’ problem.

It is suggested to possibly create a “dog health commission” but to wait, first, for the next actions taken by the above committee.

The General Committee thanks Mr de Santiago for this very good job.

4. Are the judges written reports necessary or not ?

The opinions are rather different and it is decided to draw a list of pros and cons of having written reports at shows.  It is made clear that, currently, they are optional, for both international and world/section shows.

Written Report

Pros

The price of the entry fee is high and the exhibitors expect something in return

Some exhibitors, and more specifically the new ones, are interested

Helps justify the judge’s decision

Helpful for training candidates-judges

Helpful in case of protest from the exhibitors

Cons

Contradictory sentences within the same report

Contradiction between the critiques and the qualification 

Some exhibitors are not interested – they are only interested in the placing they get

The handlers are not interested

Less costs for the organisers

Easier in terms of organisation and more dogs can be judged

The translation is not always 100% truthful

The members decide not to change the current rules and to leave it optional to have or not to have written reports, according to the FCI Show Regulations.

It is agreed to issue a circular stating that :

· The judges have to be informed in due time about the breeds they will be assigned to judge

· The organisers must respect the FCI Show Regulations as far as the number of dogs which can be assigned to a judge are concerned

· The staff used at international shows must be professional and familiar with the Show Regulations.

5. Participation of mixed and crossed breeds at different events like Obedience, Agility, Utility, etc.

The members believe that only pure-bred dogs should be allowed to take part in FCI working events like utility, tracking, sighthounds races, field trials, etc.  However in the so-called “sporting competitions”, like Agility, Obedience, Fly Ball or Dancing Dogs, all dogs should be allowed.  Mr De Clercq informs that the FCI Agility Rules have a clause stating that “unofficial competitions” can be organised for all dogs without any discrimination. 

It is made clear that at any world and section Championship, only pure-bred dogs are admitted.

The FCI Office will turn to both, the obedience and agility commissions, in order to know what dogs (pure-bred or/and non pure-bred) are allowed to take part and to give us an overview of the situation.  The General Committee also wonders if in the countries represented in these commissions, the non pure-bred dogs are eligible for the title of national champion (following the possible participation in national events). 

6. To clarify the concept of “eliminating faults”.  Judges education via booklets 

The question is “do eliminating faults disqualify a dog from the show or from the breeding” ?

The policy of the different FCI members is rather different with regard to the breeding rules and requirements.  The members of the General Committee give a rough explanation about the breeding rules in their own countries.

The word “eliminating” is considered awkward and could be changed into “heavy” or “disqualifying”.  

The General Committee believes that the breed standards are to be used for breeding and for shows.  Consequently, it is decided to add to all FCI Standards a new paragraph largely based on the FCI Show and Breeding Regulations so as to make it clear what faults disqualify a dog from breeding and/or from shows.

The new standards will be available from January 1st, 2009.  An information circular will be issued and MUST be forwarded to all the judges by the respective national kennel clubs.

Judges education via booklets

Mr Nagamura shows the General Committee a sample of booklet (produced by the Japan Kennel Club), with 129 illustrated breeds, and including the main features of each breed.  This booklet is very useful for the education of judges and for usage at shows (thanks to a convenient format).  The FCI is interested in producing similar booklets.

7. To re-consider the distribution of CACIB per breed/variety and the requirements for the title of Int.Ch in Europe.

Distribution of CACIB per breed/variety

The General Committee is in favour of reducing the number of CACIB.

Mr Järvinen will prepare a list with the breeds involved, focusing mainly and currently on the coat colour (vs size or coat type) as main criteria.

Mr De Clercq reminds about the FCI position with regard to the prohibition to cross varieties if they “have” their own CACIB.  The General Committee is in favour of lifting these restrictions.  The standards and scientific commission will put forward a proposal, he adds, about the possibility to cross varieties.  It will be studied at the next General Committee meeting in November.

The discussion carries on and the members discuss about doping.  It is decided to circulate the following decision : “each member and contract partner is to take actions against doping at any FCI event”.

Requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch in Europe

A proposal is made to create a new title for working breeds WITHOUT having to pass a working test to give the opportunity to owners of dogs considered as working dogs by the FCI Breed Nomenclature and who do not want to work with their dogs but enjoy them as pets to make them International Champions.

Mr Stefik thinks that this new title could cause a decrease of the number of working dogs. 

The following titles will be offered as soon as possible and latest from January 1st, 2009 so that the FCI Office has time to consider and study all the consequences this may have on the daily work (amendments in the rules, changes in the computer softwares, etc.)

Europe

Working breeds (already offered – no change) : C.I.B (Champion International de Beauté) 

· 2 CACIB 

· 2 different judges

· 2 different countries

· Working Test

· One year and one day between the first and last CACIB

Working breeds (to be offered from January 1st, 2009 latest) : C.I.E (Champion International d’Exposition) 

· 4 CACIB

· 3 different judges

· 3 different countries

· One year and one day between the first and last CACIB

Non-Working breeds (already offered – no change) : C.I.B (Champion International de Beauté) 

· 4 CACIB

· 3 different judges

· 3 different countries

· One year and one day between the first and last CACIB

Sections “Americas and Caribbean” and “Asia and Pacific”

For all breeds (already offered)

· 4 CACIB (no matter the number of countries)

· 4 different judges from 3 different countries

A circular will be issued to inform the members and contract partners.

8. Future organisation of the work within the General Committee (responsibilities of the Executive and General Committees and the Executive Director)

It is expressed that the flow of information between the FCI Executive Committee and the FCI General Committee is now much better.  The General Committee is happy about it.  It should be possible for the General Committee to deal with several points by email to avoid overloaded agendas at the meetings. The Executive Director will make sure to deal with some points via email between the meetings.

9. Possible future candidates for the General Committee.

The members discuss about this point and about the future composition of the Committee.

10. FCI position on artificial insemination 

This point will be discussed at the next General Committee as Mr Martinez does not attend the present meeting.

11. Any Other Business

FCM vs WUSV

A problem between the FCM (Mexico) and the Mexican club for the breed German Shepherd led the WUSV to take sanctions against the FCM.  The FCM is seeking the help of the FCI to settle the matter.  MM Müller and Fischer will hopefully meet with the president of the WUSV at the Leipzig International Show in 10 days and will do their best to fix the problem.  If no meeting takes place, the FCI Office will write to WUSV.

Standard of the Afghan Hound

Mr Fischer suggests an amendment, put forward by the Standards Commission.  The decision will be made in November at the next General Committee meeting.

Amendment in the Rulebook for Races and Coursing (country of origin of the Sloughi)

The amendment, proposed by the FCI Sighthounds Races Commission, is accepted.

Title of Double Champion (Working and Beauty) for Sighthounds

The proposal is rejected and Mr Fischer will be in touch with the commission.

The date of the next meeting is confirmed : November 4-5, 2008 in Zürich

At 1.30 pm Mr Müller closes the meeting and thanks all the members for their active participation and open discussions 

Outstanding points

· Health in breed standards, conclusions to be sent by Mrs R.Sporre-Willes, page 1

· Proposal by Mr Järvinen, CACIB and coat colours, page 3
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