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Minutes of the FCI General Committee, Madrid, April 1-2, 2008 

Attendees :
Mr H.Müller (CH) 

President



Mr K.Reisinger (A)

Vice-President



Mr R.de Santiago (PR)
Treasurer



Mr U.Fischer (D)



Mr K.Järvinen (FIN)



Mr S.Stefik (SK)



Mr J.Hindse (DK)

Delegate of the European Section



Mr M.A.Martinez (RA)
Delegate of the Americas and Carib Section

Mr A.Miyazaki,  (J)

Substitute of the delegate of the Asian and Pacific Section, Mr Nagamura



Mr Y.De Clercq (B), Executive Director



Mr I.Awashima (J), Interpreter

1. Opening
At 9.00 am, Mr Müller opens the meeting and welcomes all the attending members in Madrid.  He thanks the RSCE for having arranged the meeting and for the very kind invitation for this evening dinner.

Pure gold FCI pins are handed over to the members of the General Committee who have been serving more than 5 years in the Committee. It is made clear that in case of loss or damage, the new pin will be charged 120 € provided that they are available.

Mr Awashima indicates that Mr Nagamura is unable to attend the meeting and is replaced by Mr Miyazaki.  He provides a proxy signed by all the members of the FCI Asian and Pacific section allowing the substitution.  

2. Minutes of the General Committee meeting, Berlin, November 2007
- Page 1, point 2, Dentition in Labrador : Mr De Clercq indicates that the FCI did not yet get any answer from the Kennel Club despite a reminder being sent after the November meeting.

- Page 6, point 5, common requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch. for the organizations of the FCI Asian and Pacific section : Mr Miyazaki indicates that he would like the conditions to be re-discussed.

The minutes are approved by the General Committee without any alteration.

Follow-up of the meeting of Berlin

CKC-FCI meeting : the point will be discussed later as it appears as a separate item of the agenda.

FCI registries recognized by KC and AKC : Mr De Clercq informs that the KC recognizes all the FCI registries and the AKC recognizes 65 registries (out of a total of 84)

Eukanuba World Challenge : the point will be discussed later as it appears as a separate item of the agenda.

Federación Canina Internacional in Spain : Mr De Clercq informs that this Federation, following the letter sent by the FCI (Belgium) has removed the logo (which was very similar to our logo) from its website.  In addition, it is not possible anymore to get access to our kennel names data base via this website.  It seems, however, that some member clubs of this Federation keep on using the incriminated logo.  Actions will again be taken by the FCI Office.

Ukrainian Kennel Union : the point will be discussed later as it appears as a separate item of the agenda.

China Kennel Union : Mr De Clercq provides an extensive report on the development of CKU since the club has become an FCI contract partner.  Several breed clubs have joined the club which registered 98.212 dogs between October 2006 and October 2007. They conduct many CACIB shows, specialty shows and other sporting events.  Mr Reisinger adds that he just comes back from a CKU show and that he was very impressed by the quality of the organization and mainly by the fact that CKU strictly follows the FCI Rules.

Meeting with the KC

Mr De Clercq informs that a meeting will be held on April 11, 2008 in Brussels with the KC.

Serbian-Montenegrin breeds

Mr De Clercq informs that both, the Serbian and the Montenegrin kennel clubs, reached an agreement to determine the country of origin of the 4 breeds involved.  The FCI website is updated.

Mr Reisinger informs about the AKC Global Services whereby “AKC will provide record keeping and registration processing to international organizations for a negotiated contract fee.  This programme will allow the AKC to leverage its expertise and infrastructure while offering the highest-quality registration processing services to foreign kennel clubs.  AKC is pleased to announce that it has begun working with the Noted General Kennel Club (NGKC) of China to provide these services .....”

It is understood that the AKC will cooperate with a club in China (NGKC), which is not the FCI contract partner (CKU) in order to help them register dogs in China and even worldwide.  It is also understood that this would only be a first step and that the AKC intends to provide this kind of assistance to other organisations, either national or international.

The FCI General Committee expresses its concern and will turn to the AKC in order to get to know what these Global Services consist of exactly.

3. Minutes of the meetings of the commissions
Breeding, Vienna, May 2007

It is observed that the president of the commission has resigned and that a new president will have to be elected at the next meeting in May.  Mr Reisinger will attend the meeting.  

Point 4.2, page 3 : “the breeding commission could see two solutions ...”.  The General Committee opts for solution 2.  The FCI Office will write to the kennel clubs involved.

Point 4.2, page 4 : “Under this point it was also discussed ...”.  Mr De Clercq observes that in the new Standing Orders, it is stated that the “FCI recognizes co-ownership of kennel names”.  

However, the Standing Orders do not provide anything as far as the “consequences” are concerned and about how to handle these co-ownerships.  He adds that the matter of co-ownership in the same country is addressed by the Standing Orders.  The point will be referred to the legal commission.

Point 4.3, page 4 : “fake pedigrees” : Mr Stefik indicates that he is aware that fake pedigrees are issued but he adds how difficult it is to find out where, by whom and how many are issued.  The matter will also be referred to the legal commission.

Point 5, page 5, “Cyprus asked for advice ...” : Mr Müller expresses his complete approval of the fact that the members should not have too strict breeding regulations.

At this stage, Mr De Clercq reports on a problem experienced by two countries with the VDH.  A dog is imported to Germany from country A and then re-sold to country A or even to a country C within the EU.  The VDH refuses to issue export pedigree as, as Mr Fischer explains, this operation is not regarded as an export.  Mr Hindse does not agree.  The matter will be referred to the legal commission.

Sighthounds, Beveren, Aug 2007

Page 3, point 4 : the General Committee indicates that the costs for the Secretary, if not a member of the commission, are to be paid by the national canine organization of the Secretary.

Page 5, point 9 : the General Committee is prepared to consider a proposal if it is sent on a separate document.

The FCI Office will send again to all the presidents of the commissions the “Internal Regulations for the presidents of the FCI non-mandatory commissions”.

Utility Dogs, Torino, Sept 2007

Mr Müller informs that Mr Strasser resigned as President after many years of office.  He was rewarded with an FCI medal.

Page 2, “Turnierhundesport” : in the light of these information, the General Committee reconsiders the position it adopted in Berlin last November. For the moment, this canine sport will remain under the responsibility of the Utility Dogs Commission.  If however it should develop and extend to several other countries, the possibility to create an independent commission will be considered.  

Agility, Hamar, Oct 2007

Page 3, “Especially in the case of Border Collies, ....” : Mr Müller notes the excellent remark about the well-typed Border Collies.

Page 4, point 4, World Championship in 2008 in Finland : Mr Miyazaki inquires about the doping rules applied at the event.  Mr Järvinen indicates that the control will be carried out according to the Finnish Kennel Club rules and the national governmental rules.  He adds that dogs with cropped ears and/or docked tails will be accepted at this event.

Obedience, Torino, Oct 2007

No comment is made. 

Hounds, Vaasa, Nov 2007 

Page 1, point 4 : Mr Reisinger reminds that he informed this commission at a previous meeting that the place of the Dalmatian in the FCI Breed Nomenclature is not a matter for the members of the commission in question.

Retrievers, Milano, Nov 2007

The FCI General Committee thanks Mrs Sahlin for her great job as President.  They take note of the election of Mr Berchtold (A) as President.  

4. FCI 2007 Balance Sheets and Profit and Loss Account
Mr de Santiago makes a very clear and detailed presentation.  A few pages of his presentation will be published in the FCI magazine.  The final financial result for the year 2007 is a benefit of 192.441 €

The Balance Sheets and Profit and Loss Account for the year 2007 will be on the agenda of the FCI General Assembly in 2009. 

The FCI General Committee thanks MM de Santiago and De Clercq for their excellent job.  Mr Müller expresses a particularly warm thanks to the members and contract partners.

100 years of the FCI

Mr Müller suggests that since the Société Royale Saint-Hubert (Belgium) will run the Champion of Champions without any entry fee, the FCI would bring its financial help for the renting of the halls and some parallel activities.  The members agree.

The November event would be divided as follows :

- November 11th, 2011 : congress + dinner with the lecturers and the representatives of the members and contract partners

- November 12th, 2011 : Champion of Champions + Gala evening 

- November 13th, 2011 : visit of Bruges or Brussels.

It is reminded that the World Dog Show 2011 will take place early July in France.  However, the FCI was not yet notified of the dates for the European Section Show (Netherlands) and the FCI Jubilee (Germany).

5. Proposals of the commissions
a. Herding Dogs

The General Committee agrees that a 5-year transition period be given for all dogs having already taken part in national or ISDS Herding tests.  The results obtained by these dogs in those trials will make them eligible to take part in the FCI International Herding Tests (Collecting and Traditional) which were approved in Berlin last November.  Consequently, until December 31st, 2013, the results achieved in national or ISDS herding tests will allow the dogs concerned to take part in FCI International Herding Tests.  

b. Utility and Herding Dogs

Mr De Clercq informs that the Commissions for Utility and Herding Dogs requested a slight amendment in the already approved Guidelines for the Awarding of the CACIT.  The amendment is not approved as such by the General Committee which adopts a slightly different text.  Instead of cancelling the whole sentence “in order for a dog to be eligible for the CACIT, it must have previously earned a “very good” at an international dog show", the following text is adopted “in order for a dog to be eligible for the CACIT, it must have previously earned a “very good” at a show”.

c. Standards and Scientific Commissions

Approval of the breed standard of the Danish-Swedish Farmdog

The breed standard is approved and the breed is approved at provisional level under the condition that the control of the breed on the spot be positive.  The bloodlines were already approved by the FCI Scientific Commission.  The control on the spot will take place on the occasion of the World Dog Show 2008 in Stockholm.  

The following people are designated to carry out the control : Prof.Denis (or Dr Trainin) together with Mr Järvinen.  The travelling and accommodation costs will be shared by the Dansk Kennel Klub and the Svenska Kennelklubben.

d. Standards Commission

Approval of the amendment in the breed standard of the Boxer : natural bob tail to be considered an eliminating fault and the tail should have a “normal length”.

A very long discussion takes place.  The situation about tail docking (and ear cropping) is different according to the countries.  Mr Stefik thinks that it is impossible for a judge to determine whether a short tail is a docked or a natural bob tail.  Most members believe that we have to follow the wish of the parent club, VDH.  MM Järvinen and Fischer explain that scientific research revealed that natural short tail in Boxers can cause genetic problems.  The General Committee examine the breed standards of other German breeds : Rottweiler, Dobermann, Schnauzers and Pinschers.  Finally, the General Committee decides to adopt the proposal of the VDH.  Mr Stefik is against and wanted to have a solution similar to the wording in the breed standard of the Dobermann. 

Scientific Commission

Sedation when X-raying dogs to detect HD

The General Committee approves the proposal (“should be”) which is included in the complete HD screening programme.

Complete HD screening procedure

Approved with some changes.  The General Committee thanks the commission for this excellent work.  The FCI Office will inform the President of the commission in details and the screening procedure will be published.

6. Proposals of the members
a. Kennel Union of Southern Africa

Dog registration in Namibia

- Since Namibia was part of Southern Africa at the time of approval of KUSA by the FCI, it is decided to let KUSA register dogs born in Namibia until such time as Namibia has its own FCI affiliated club.

- Mr De Clercq informs that the FCI Office was contacted by a group of breeders of Rhodesian Ridgebacks wishing to help the Zimbabwe Kennel Club come back into the FCI.  Mr Fischer informs that he is ready to bring his private contribution for an amount of 500 €.

This group of breeders was informed of the amount due by the Zimbabwe Kennel Club.

- Mr De Clercq informs that a South African Agility Club took the FCI to court further to an FCI circular informing all the members that the club had broken its affiliation with KUSA.  Mr De Clercq will have an appointment with a delegate of the Belgian Ministry.

- Finally Mr De Clercq informs about the concern related to KUSA not applying the FCI breed standards for a couple of breeds.  The situation was rather tense in this country lately and a debate about KUSA reverting to associate membership has started in South Africa.  The FCI General Committee decides to wait and see how the situation will develop in the next weeks.  Despite the dispensation which was given to KUSA at the time when this organization became FCI member, it is made clear that the FCI cannot wait another ten years before KUSA adopts all the FCI breed standards.  In addition, it is pointed out that being an associate member, KUSA would still have to respect all the FCI breed standards.

b. Japan Kennel Club

Requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch. for dogs from the FCI Asian and Pacific Section 

Mr Miyazaki informs that the decision made in Berlin last November was based on a misunderstanding.  The original proposal consisted in re-considering exclusively the conditions related to dogs from groups 1 and 2.  Unfortunately, the whole system was reviewed.

A very long debate takes place during which all the parties express their different opinions.  Taking into consideration the specific geographical, political and sociological conditions of the Asian and Pacific section, it is decided to adopt the following conditions :

· 4 CACIB (no matter the number of countries)

· 4 different judges from 3 different countries

· No test and trial for dogs from groups 1 to 8.

· No period of 1 year and 1 day between first and last awards.

These requirements will apply to both the Asian and Pacific section and the Americas and Carib Section.

They will apply from January 1st, 2009.  From now until Jan 1st 2009, the requirements voted originally in Buenos Aires in 1997 will apply for the Asian dogs.

Mr Reisinger indicates that he wanted to have, for the Asian and Pacific section, 4 different FCI judges.

7. Minutes of the FCI Executive Committee, November 2007, San Juan
The point about the judges education, FCI staff education and the communication will be on the agenda of the specific meeting to be held later this year.

Mr De Clercq confirms that all investments made are totally safe and that any single cent invested is secure.  There is no “speculation” operation.

Mr Müller indicates that, at the request of MEOE, Mr Hindse, De Clercq and himself met with representatives of the Hungarian Kennel Club in Brussels.  It was clarified that indeed there has been a court case against MEOE which, however, will not prevent them from organizing the FCI European Section Show next October.

Finally Mr De Clercq informs that several AKC judges who also had a licence from an FCI member were asked to resign as AKC judge or FCI judge as they appeared on the list of two organizations (AKC and FCI member).  All three resigned as AKC judges.  

8. 
Meeting in Zürich (December 2007) to discuss about the situation in Ukraine, Romania and Bosnia-Herzegovina
This meeting was attended by MM Müller, Hindse and De Clercq.

Mr De Clercq reports on the current situation in Ukraine and Romania.  It is decided to inform, once again, the members and contract partners that the FCI has decided to cooperate, in Ukraine, with the Board headed by Mr Onichshenko.

It is confirmed that our member in Romania is the Asociatia Chinologica Romana. 
Mr Reisinger reports on the situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina.  He very lately got a message that all parties are now ready to cooperate. He suggests to give the Bosnian-Herzegovinan organization another 5 months, i.e. until 1st September 2008 to settle the situation.  During this period, the FCI will not allow any CACIB show to be held in Bosnia, no Bosnian-Herzegovinan judge is allowed to officiate abroad at CACIB shows, no Bosnian-Herzegovinan kennel name can be registered by the FCI.  

All requests for the title of Int.Ch. are momentarily suspended and the export pedigrees issued by our Bosnian-Herzegovinan organization are not accepted anymore by the other FCI members and contract partners.

A circular will be issued and all parties involved will be informed.  Reports on the “new cooperation” will have to be communicated to the FCI on a regular basis.

The General Committee approves the suggestion which is implemented with immediate effect.

9. Canadian Kennel Club
Mr Järvinen believes that we should react in a positive way otherwise the situation could turn against our interests.  Mr Martínez agrees and thinks that we should lift the sanction against the judges.  Mr Reisinger refers to the minutes of the FCI Executive Committee meeting (see point 7, pages 2 and 3).  CKC has 120 all-breed judges and very few of them (approximately 25) have a truly FCI worldwide judging experience, said CKC.  It is found difficult to accept these 120 all-breed judges without any restriction or compensation.  The FCI Executive Committee had suggested that CKC would establish a list of 25 judges who would be recognized as all-breed judges.  Mr Miyazaki believes that this measure is not necessary and that each member is able to screen and evaluate the qualities of the judges.

Mr Fischer suggests to appoint Mr Martínez as mediator.  Mr Martínez suggests to lift the sanction against CKC judges until the end of the year and by that time a solution will have to be reached with regard to the judges (FCI and CKC) and the memo of understanding will have to be signed.  Mr Martínez is in charge of resuming the talks with the CKC.  He will report at the next FCI General Committee in November.  It is made clear that while CKC judges are again allowed to officiate at FCI shows, they can judge, exclusively, the breeds which are recognized by CKC and for which they are allowed to award CC in Canada. 

The suggestion is approved.  

10. Australian National Kennel Council
The draft of associate membership sent by the FCI to ANKC (at the latter’s request) was rejected and ANKC sent a counter-draft.  It is found that this counter-draft is totally against the FCI Statutes and thus unacceptable.  The ANKC sent another letter informing that the FCI original draft would be considered by all the member bodies of ANKC but insisted that this might take several months.

The FCI General Committee thanks the ANKC for this last letter but they reiterate that they will not accept the counter-draft.  A reply will be asked to the ANKC by the end of 2008.  The General Committee reserves the right to put this item on the agenda of the 2009 General Assembly.  The ANKC will be reminded of the benefits to be a member of the FCI as there seems to be some lack of knowledge of the FCI system.

11. Miscellaneous
Transfer of a dog from one class to another

In some Latin American countries, where they hold 4 shows in 4 days, the possibility is given to the dogs who get their national title after 2 days to compete in Champion Class at the last two shows despite the fact that they are entered, in the catalogue, in Open Class.

The members of the General Committee agree that this position includes pros and cons.  They however want that, for the time being, the countries stick to the FCI Show Regulations which prevent the transfer of a dog from one class to another once the catalogue has been printed.  This matter will be re-discussed on the occasion of the specific meeting to be held later this year.  The countries involved will be informed.

Test for the title of Int.B.Ch and for the working class

Mr De Clercq reports that the current FCI position is that, for the title on Int.B.Ch., the working test has to be taken in the country where the dog is registered (unless this country does not conduct tests for this specific breed) and that for the entry in working class, the test can be taken in any FCI member country.

A person took a test in a country different from his own (for the title of Int.B.Ch) and the national kennel club of this person, following the FCI position, does not recognise the results because they organize tests for the breed involved. 

Due to globalization and to the wish for increased cooperation between the countries, the General Committee resolves that, with immediate effect, the test can be taken in any FCI member country (for the title of Int.B.Ch and for the entry in working class).

Letter of the Société Royale Saint-Hubert (Belgium) : suspicion of faked pedigrees

The General Committee recommends the SRSH to recall the pedigrees and annotate them with “pedigree put up incorrectly – the parents indicated are not the biological parents” if the DNA analysis are carried out and confirm the above results.

Letter of the OeKV (Austria) : 1 CACIB for each variety of the Chinese Crested Dog

Mr Järvinen explains that the hairy variety is necessary for the breeding (cross between two naked dogs includes a lethal factor).  Consequently, if we give each variety its own CACIB, the cross between the two varieties will be prohibited (FCI rules), which would harm the breed.  

Mr Reisinger points out the decision of the Austrian government to prohibit the breeding of hairless  dogs from January 1st, 2008.   

Mr Müller agrees that the two varieties are truly different and look like two different breeds.

New sections

It is made clear that Australia and New Zealand belong now, according to the new Statutes, to the Asian and Pacific Section whereas Bahrain belongs to the Middle-East Section and Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan belong to Europe.

At 6.30 pm, the first part of the meeting is over.

At 9.30 am, on April 2nd, the meeting resumes with the same participants
New ruling : 2/3 of the judges have to be from FCI countries at all FCI shows

The president of the FCI Show Judges Commission asked for clarification when the number of judges for a show is 2.  It is confirmed that, in such a case, both have to be from FCI members or contract partners.

Eukanuba World Challenge

Mr Kalenik is asked to be let in to give some information.

Some clarifications are given : the 2008 edition will host 52 countries instead of 40 in 2007 (Venezuela, Uruguay and Colombia were added for the Americas and Carib section, China will take part as well as the Philippines and Turkey).  The whole event will be made even more prestigious and the cooperation of the FCI is warmly welcome.

Mr Reisinger makes it clear that the FCI wants to keep some control on the event.  It is reminded that the FCI wants this event to be brought to Europe in a near future.

Mr De Clercq informs that the addendum to the Agreement Letter is finally drafted; it removes the exclusivity clause (for the FCI magazine).  In addition it indicates that Eukanuba agrees to give 30.000 € to the FCI for their support of the Eukanuba World Challenge in addition to the 20.000 € for the FCI magazine (Agreement Letter).

Letter from SKK (Sweden), SV judges’ clearance

The basic problem is the fee (100 €) charged by SV to national German Shepherds Breed Clubs for the clearance of the SV judges.

The members believe that the VDH should talk to the SV and share the SKK opinion that this clearance should be a service between clubs and not something which should be charged.  In addition the SKK does not accept that the SV gets in touch directly and exclusively with the Swedish Breed Club.

Mr Fischer indicates that the problem had been fixed earlier but apparently it re-appeared.  The FCI Office will write to the parties involved.

Letter of the SKK (Sweden) : IPO

The SKK indicated that due to legislation and public opinion in Sweden, it was not possible to accept any breed at IPO tests, as required by the rules.

The General Committee understands the SKK position.  The letter will be sent to the president of the FCI Commission for Utility Dogs.

Report of the working group “health and breed standards”

Mr Fischer, who was one of the participants, reports on this meeting and he describes the actions which will be taken by the end of May this year.

Mr Hindse points out that in Denmark, before a show, during the judges briefing, a list of 10-15 breeds showing particularly important health problems, is communicated to the judges with instructions not to give any award in case the dogs suffer from these health problems.

Date for a specific meeting about some essential points

3-4 September 2008 in Vienna.

The FCI General Committee takes note of the letter from Prof.Triquet (eliminating faults) and from Mr Wilberg (Show Commission President).  It is pointed out that, at a first stage, no guest will be asked to attend as this meeting will be regarded as a working session where no decision will be taken on any proposal.

The members of the FCI General Committee are asked to send points for the agenda before June 30th, 2008.  A maximum of six to eight points in total will be discussed. 

Forfeit-list

The FCI Office will amend its standard circular asking the members and contract partners to pay great attention to the list and to communicate it to all their show organizers.

12. Any Other Business
Mr De Clercq informs on a meeting with the representative of the Vietnam Kennel Club.  They will hold their first show on August 16-17, 2008.  Mr Nagamura will visit the kennel club (contact was made between Mr Nagamura and the club via the FCI Office) and report at the November meeting.

Mr De Clercq informs on a partnership application from Mauritius. The documents will be sent to Mr Reisinger and the club will be asked to get in touch with him.

Mr De Clercq informs that representatives from the Saudi Arabian Kennel Club visited the office.  These people have a very ambitious strong project and Mr De Clercq referred them to some kennel clubs to get advice about how to build a kennel club, what are its daily activities, etc.

Mr Reisinger informs that Egypt is interested in FCI partnership.  It is, however, too early and the club needs further development.

Mr Reisinger informs that the Turkish application is under way.  The different clubs are working towards a good cooperation with the FCI.

Mr Reisinger relays the request of China Kennel Union : the FCI would consider that China would be made up of 6 different provinces (sections), each having their own office.  It is made clear that each province would remain being considered a “province” and not a country (please see the requirements for dogs from the Asian and Pacific section to become Int.B.Ch.).  Approval of the General Committee.

Mr Reisinger hands over several stickers with the FCI Logo.  They were made with a view to increasing the FCI visibility.  These stickers will be available in the FCI magazine.

Mr Stefik informs that a local Slovakian club had planned to apply for a CACIT trial in Croatia.  By chance, this could be stopped.  Mr De Clercq informs that the FCI Office would have, anyway, required an application from SKJ (Slovakian kennel club) and confirmation from HKS (Croatian kennel club).

Mr de Santiago suggests that Mr M.A.Martínez acts as FCI official delegate at the 2008 Americas and Carib Section Show to take place next May in Uruguay.  The General Committee agrees.

Finally, at the JKC’s request, it is confirmed that JKC judges are allowed to judge events in countries where the FCI has no member provided that the national kennel club of the judge allows him/her to do so.  This is a mere observance of the FCI Judges Regulations

At 12.30 pm, Mr Müller closes the meeting and thanks all the members for their active and fruitful cooperation

Outstanding points

Page 1, Dentition in Labradors 

Page 2, Discussions with AKC and KC 

Page 9, SV Judges Clearance 

Page 9, Report on Viet Nam and Mauritius 
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