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Minutes of the FCI General Committee, Berlin, October 31st and November 1st, 2007

Attendees :
Mr H.Müller (CH) 

President



Mr K.Reisinger (A)

Vice-President



Mr R.de Santiago (PR)
Treasurer



Mr U.Fischer (D)



Mr K.Järvinen (FIN)



Mr S.Stefik (SK)



Mr J.Hindse (DK)

Delegate of the European Section



Mr M.A.Martinez (RA)
Delegate of the Americas and Carib Section



Mr T.Nagamura (J)

Delegate of the Asian Section



Mr Y.De Clercq (B), Executive Director



Mr I.Awashima (J), Interpreter

1. Opening
At 9.00 am, Mr Müller opens the meeting and welcomes all the attending members in Berlin.  The agenda is rather heavy and he wishes all the members a very good meeting.

Referring to the welcome letter of the VDH, the General Committee indicates that it is not “a tradition” to inform a member that the General Committee will meet in their country and they regret that the President of the VDH could not be present.

Mr Järvinen points out that he hopes to get full information about the Eukanuba World Challenge and the different points included in the cooperation contract between the FCI and Eukanuba.

2. Minutes of the General Committee meeting, Acapulco, May 2007
Page 1, Dentition in Labrador : Mr De Clercq indicates that the FCI did not yet get any answer from the Kennel Club.

Page 2, Scientific Commission, item 4, sedation: Mr Nagamura clarifies that sedation SHOULD not be compulsory for small breeds when doing an HD exam because it can be dangerous for the dogs.  Mr Reisinger insists that several countries have no means to follow the ruling about sedation, as it was published in the circular 81/2007. Mr Fischer believes that the sedation should be made by the members which are able to do it.  The item will be referred to the FCI Scientific Commission.

The minutes are approved by the General Committee.

Follow-up of the meeting of Acapulco

Mr De Clercq indicates that the two following items are follow-up of the meeting held in Amsterdam last March.

FCI Spaniels Commission : the General Committee takes note of the answer of the president of the commission.  Mr Hindse explains the reasons why there has been for the last years a “dual-registration” system for Spaniels breeds in Denmark and Sweden.

FCI British Pointers: the General Committee indicates that the International English Setter Club has nothing to do with the FCI and with the meetings of the FCI commissions.  They however note that they understand that the president of this club attended the meeting for being the organiser of the European Cup for Large Quest.
3. Minutes of the meetings of the commissions
Shows, Nicosia, Feb 2007

No comment

Shows and Show Judges, Nicosia, Feb 2007

The General Committee insists on the importance of melting the two commissions into one single non-compulsory commission.  It is essential that this commission be non-compulsory to be able to have as many members as possible (compulsory commissions have a limited membership according to the FCI Statutes).

Ferreting Dogs, Ratingen, Feb 2007

Page 2, item 7 : it should read CACIT and not CACIL

Mr Stefik expresses his concern about the fact that no country offered yet to host the European Cup Multiple Trial for 2008.

Herding Dogs, Budapest, May 2007

MM Fischer and De Clercq point out the excellent work carried out by this commission.

Scientific, Acapulco, May 2007

Mr De Clercq informs that the Danish Kennel Klub asked for some feedback on some proposals put forward to the commission.  He will get in touch with the president of the commission.

Mr de Santiago suggests to include the presentations made by the members of the commission on the occasion of the Acapulco meeting into the FCI new website, once it is completed. The General Committee finds it a good idea.

Standards, Acapulco, May 2007

Mr Hindse indicates that he finds it “strange” to “investigate and come to a conclusion” about the Boxers with natural bob tails which are said to be “ugly”.

Mr Järvinen is in favour of following, strictly, the breed standards of the breeds which are traditionally docked or cropped.  Mr Hindse also considers that the “reference document” should be the standard and not the circular 85/2002 which recommends not to make any discrimination whenever judging those breeds.

Mr Fischer considers that the judges should follow a breed standard without taking the circular 85/2002 into consideration if the breed standard did not allow ear cropping or tail docking before the circular was issued.

Mr Reisinger insists on the fact that many judges are more and more frequently judging by AKC standards and that a very particular attention should be paid to it.

Standards and Scientific, Acapulco, May 2007

No comment.

4. Proposals of the commissions
Show and Show Judges

- Amendments to the FCI Show Judges Regulations

Long discussions take place during which all delegates get the opportunity to express their ideas. 

 The letter sent by the VDH (Germany) with regard to this particular subject is also considered.  The letter of the FCM (Mexico) with regard to the decision about the ratio of FCI judges (2/3 of the judges at FCI shows must be from FCI members or contract partners) is discussed by the members.  

The following question will be put to the FCI legal commission : how should we understand the concept of “permanent residence”?

In addition, it is made clear that judges who moved to non-FCI member countries have no possibility to take education, recognised by the FCI, for further breeds.  

Finally, the General Committee indicates that the reimbursement rate for judges travelling by car to a show is a minimum of 0.35 €/km.  

The definitive amended rules are finally approved and will be effective from January 1st, 2008 with a two-year transition period given to the members to adjust their own national regulations.  The president of the FCI show judges commission will be informed.

- Amendments to the FCI Show Regulations

The amended rules, which for the major part, result from the amendments brought into the FCI show judges rules, are approved.  The FCI legal commission will also be asked to express itself on the responsibility or non-responsibility of the show organiser in case of incidents (for example including dogs) during the event.

The definitive amended rules are finally approved and will be effective from January 1st, 2008 with a two-year transition period given to the members to adjust their own national regulations.  The president of the FCI show commission will be informed.

- To collect information about the legal situation in all the members and contract partners with regard to docking/cropping of tail/ears and inform all the members and contract partners

The General Committee agrees.

- To amend, simultaneously, the FCI show judges and the show regulations as they are inter-dependent.

The General Committee agrees.

- To pass on to the standards commission a request to have a serious look at the standards with regard to the eliminating faults according to the function of the breeds concerned.

Mr De Clercq indicates that on a previous meeting it was made clear that “to eliminate” a dog means “not to give the dog any award and qualification on that very day of the show”.  Mr Fischer believes that the whole system should be changed and that the dogs should be placed from 1 to 5 without any report.  It is however made clear that it is essential to be consistent taking into consideration two facts : to make the owner satisfied and aware of the reasons why the dog is considered to be good or bad and simultaneously to avoid that a dog gets inconsistent results, i.e. BOB on a week and a “good” on the following one.  The General Committee wants to discuss this very important matter on the occasion of a future meeting and every member of the Committee is asked to think about it seriously.  A 2-day meeting specifically dedicated to this point and some other essential “principle” problems will be organised in 2008.

British and Continental Pointers 

- Requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch.

The members of the General Committee indicate that these rules would apply exclusively to European dogs.  It is however pointed out that some European members organise only one or two CACIT trials.  In addition, in some countries, the CACT trials are more demanding than CACIT trials.  It is also stated that in order to gain the title of Int.B.Ch., it should not be required from a dog to get a result in an international hunting test.  

The General Committee feels that this proposal was put forward to please the professional handlers who are the main participants in international hunting tests.  The members’ opinion is that in order for a dog to be an Int.B.Ch., a dog has to work correctly but should not be, necessarily, a top working dog.  The motion is turned down.

- Requirements for “dog/handler/owner”

The General Committee resolves that its proposal as expressed during the meeting in Paris on 19-20 April 2005 has to be followed by the commissions from January 1st, 2008.

- World championship rules (practical hunting)

Apart from a minor amendment at Art.14 (all competitors), the rules are approved and will apply from January 1st, 2008.  They will be put online.

Continental Pointers

- European spring cup : amendments to the rules

The addition to the rules is approved.

- KC dogs and title of Int.B.Ch.

It is agreed that this proposal will be part of the discussions about the cooperation contract between the FCI and the KC.

Commissions for Utility and Herding Dogs

- Requirements to award the CACIT

Further to a long discussion, the new guidelines are approved.  However, the approval of the commissions will be sought for with regard to one or two unclear points.  As soon as the commissions have clarified and agreed these points, the guidelines will be published and put online.  The General Committee thanks both commissions, MM Fischer and De Clercq for this excellent work.

Commission for Utility Dogs

- IPO-FH amendments (RCI-Tracking)

The amendments are approved.  The amended rules will be published and put online and will be valid from January 1st, 2008.

- Guidelines for the pool of judges 

The General Committee agrees that these guidelines be put online on http://www.fci.be.  They however do not wish to put online the names of the judges who belong to organisations which are not members of the FCI.  The guidelines are discussed and approved.  The constitution of the pool of judges is considered a very good idea. 

- 2 sets of specifications for the organisation of world championships for Utility and Tracking Dogs.

The sets of specifications are approved with some minor changes.  It was noted that there are small differences between the two sets which, in their majority, are quite similar.  Consequently, before publishing and putting online, the commission will be asked to check these discrepancies.   

Commission for Herding Dogs

- New competitions and corresponding regulations 

The four regulations, i.e. International rules for sheepdog trials : Collecting Style, International rules for sheepdog trials : Traditional Style, Herding-Working-Test : Collecting Style and Herding-Working-Test : Traditional Style are approved with minor changes.  Meeting with the request of the commission, a new title “International Herding Champion” is created.  The regulations will be published and put online.  The General Committee thank and congratulate the commission, as well as MM Fischer and De Clercq, for this excellent job which will enable herding dogs to work, internationally, for the purpose for which they were created.

Commission for Hounds

Regulations for the European Cup : amendments

The amended rules are approved and will be valid from January 1st, 2008.  They will be published and put online.

5. Proposals of the members
VDH (Germany) : Official recognition of the “Turnierhundesport” by the FCI 

The General Committee appreciates this canine discipline and is in favour of it.  The members feel the need to create a new specific non-compulsory commission but this is a matter for the General Assembly to take place in 2009.

In the meantime, the FCI will turn to all the members to inquire about those which are interested in taking part in a working group whose task will be to present this new discipline to the General Assembly and to make it popular worldwide.  The FCI Office will wait for the English translation by the VDH.  Contact will be taken with the VDH to determine who could “lead” the working group.

NKK (Norway) : Exception for the requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch. (utility dogs)

Mr Hindse warmly recommends to approve the two Norwegian trials as being valid for the title of Int.B.Ch.  The General Committee approves with retroactive effect.  The names of these trials are Brukshundprove and Karingsprove.

NKK (Norway) : International judges directory

Mr Hindse presents the project to create this international judges directory.  He indicates that originally, the directory will include only the European judges and that later on the data about the judges from the other sections will be added.  The costs to create this directory will be paid by the FCI European Section and amount to 10.000 €. The yearly updating of the directory will be paid by the members of the European Section and will be approximately 1€ per judge.  

Mr de Santiago insists on the importance for this directory to include the judges from ALL the sections. The General Committee agrees that the European Section starts developing this directory according to the plan presented by Mr Hindse.

JKC (Japan) : distribution of CACIB within the breed Poodle

The JKC suggests to revise the distribution of CACIB for the Poodle.  Their proposal is to award 1 CACIB per size variety only and not to take the colours into consideration anymore.  The General Committee makes it clear that the SCC (France) is the only organisation competent for putting forward such a proposal.  The Committee however agrees to ask for the comments of the SCC.

At 6.00 pm, Mr Müller thanks the members and closes the meeting which will resume tomorrow at 9.00 a.m.

JKC (Japan) : common requirements for the title of Int.B.Ch. for the Asian members and contract partners

The JKC suggests that the requirements which currently apply to the dogs from the FCI “Americas and Carib” Section,to get the title of Int.B.Ch. be the same for the dogs from the FCI Asian Section.  Those requirements are as follows :

· 4 CACIB (no matter in how many countries)

· 4 different judges (three of them must be from a country different from the applying country)

· No time limit between the first and last CACIB

· No utility and working test for the breeds from groups 1 to 8.

It is observed that the conditions to achieve the title are much stricter in Europe than in the other sections and that the time limit of one year and one day between the first and last CACIB has been applied for decades to guarantee that the Champion dog is fit and worth a champion during a whole year and not only for too short a period of time.  

Mr Järvinen believes that for the title of Int.B.Ch., 4 CACIB should be considered sufficient and no working or hunting test should be required.  If a dog is an Int.B.Ch. and in addition, an Int.W.Ch., then it is eligible for the double title of International Beauty and Working Champion, he says.

Further to a long debate, the following requirements are approved for all the countries of the FCI Asian Section :

· 4 CACIB (no matter in how many countries)

· 4 different judges from 4 different countries

· One year and one day between the first and last CACIB

· No utility and working test for the breeds from groups 1 to 8 
These measures will apply to applications sent to the FCI Office after this meeting.  The countries involved will be informed individually.

At the end of the discussion, the members express their wish to add these last two points (distribution of the CACIB per breed/variety and the requirements for the title of International Champion on the agenda of the specific 2-day meeting to be organised in 2008 (see above page 3, proposal of the Show and Show Judges Commissions)

6. Canadian Kennel Club : update on the situation
Mr De Clercq reports on the meeting which took place in Mexico on the occasion of the World Dog Show with Mr Shoreman from the Canadian Kennel Club.  The meeting was positive and both parties agreed to meet again to sign a letter of understanding defining the frame in which the mutual relations will develop.  The FCI Executive Committee will meet the CKC in a couple of days and discuss this letter of understanding.  The FCI General Committee will then be asked to ratify or not the document, once finalised with the CKC.  Consequently, it is proposed and accepted with a large majority to keep the last “segment” of the sanction taken against the CKC, i.e prohibition for CKC judges to officiate at FCI CACIB shows, until the letter of understanding is signed. 

It is agreed that all the members of the General Committee will get, right now, the draft of the letter of understanding.

It is also made clear that when the sanction against the judges is lifted, the CKC will be asked to particularly insist on the following points with their judges :

· they are allowed to judge, at CACIB shows, exclusively the breeds recognised by the CKC and for which they are qualified.

· They must judge exclusively by FCI breed standards

· No CKC judge can call himself/herself FCI (all-breed) judge as one can often see on their “business cards”.

Mr Martinez asks that the FCI Office checks the situation with AKC and KC with regard to the FCI registries (national kennel clubs) which are recognised by these two organisations.

7. Miscellaneous and Correspondence
Delegierten Commission (DC) in Germany

Mr De Clercq informs that the FCI won, for the second time, the legal case against the DC.  A legal action is now undertaken to recover the expenses (from the DC) incurred by both court cases.

Federación Canina Internacional (FCI) based in Spain

Mr De Clercq informs that via an official letter and following the advice of the FCI lawyer, this federation removed the logo –which was very similar to our official logo and thus very confusing and misleading- and the “kennel name” section (which redirected the browser to our FCI kennel names) from their website.  However, the statement according to which “the FCI (Belgium) statutes are not recognised by the European Union” has not yet been removed as required.  In addition, the national clubs belonging to this federation keep using the confusing logo.  It is, definitely, a first victory but a second letter will be sent to the federation requiring the complete removal of the logo from the website and documents of its members and the removal of the incorrect above statement.  If this does not turn out successful, the FCI will turn to its legal adviser.

Eukanuba World Challenge

Mr De Clercq explains the general principle of the contest.  He also indicates that the FCI has received an amount of 30.000 € from Eukanuba in exchange of the FCI support and FCI logistics involvement.  Surprisingly, the General Committee is informed that no contract was signed to make this cooperation official.  MM Martínez and Nagamura insist that the FCI Office gets in touch with Eukanuba to establish such a contract.

Mr Reisinger adds that the FCI asked that this event be held, in the future and if it is repeated, in an FCI member country, possibly in the frame of a World Dog Show.

MM Müller and Reisinger confirm once again that the partnership contract signed with Eukanuba deals exclusively with articles and advertising (by Eukanuba) in the FCI magazine. It is reiterated that there is no clause forcing our members to cooperate with Eukanuba and that complete liberty is left to the FCI members to cooperate with whatever sponsor they want.  

Statutes : new sections

The new FCI statutes, valid from October 1st, 2007, include a re-distribution of the FCI sections.  Consequently, it is asked if some members should change of section.  The overall opinion of the General Committee is that the members which have traditionally belonged to a particular section (Morocco and Israel in the European Section) should remain in this section for the moment.

Ukrainian Kennel Union (UKU) : report on the extraordinary General Assembly

Mr De Clercq reports on the extraordinary General Assembly of the club and informs that a second extraordinary General Assembly, called by another part of the UKU General Committee, is due to take place on November 17th, 2007.  Since Mr De Clercq attended the first meeting and provided a clear report, he is instructed to attend the second meeting.  This is considered to be fair and correct to the other “camp” of the General Committee of UKU.  For the time being, the relations between the FCI and the UKU are frozen as long as the situation is not clarified, internally and legally.

Letter of the Federación Canófila de México (fee for the World Dog Show)

The FCI General Committee is informed of all elements by MM Martinez, De Clercq and de Santiago.  It is considered that the minutes are clear.  The General Committee regrets that the FCM misunderstood them but indicates that no exception can be made in such a touchy case as we would otherwise create a dangerous precedent.  Consequently, the total amount originally required from the FCM (3€ per dog entered in the catalogue of the World Dog Show) is kept.

Letter of the Fédération Canine du Canada : recognition of their pedigrees by the FCI 

The FCI General Committee takes note of the letter.  They however express that they cannot meet the request for the moment.

Balkan Shepherd Dog-Bucovina : letters of the AChR (Romania), KSS (Serbia) and BRFC (Bulgaria)

Mr Reisinger confirms his original idea : the breeds referred to by the different above members are, basically, the same breed.

Mr Martinez says that the AChR did a huge job for this breed.

The General Committee wants to make it one single breed with three countries of development.  It is essential to determine what name should be given to this breed and what countries should be considered the countries of origin or development.  Consequently, it is felt that the best solution is to set up a meeting between Mr Reisinger and representatives from all three countries.  Contact will be established via the FCI Office.

Judges in Mainland China : letter of Hong-Kong Kennel Club

It is made clear that the judges from Hong-Kong Kennel Club are allowed to officiate at any event in mainland China provided that these are organised by clubs affiliated to CKU.

Mr Nagamura asks the FCI Office to investigate about the number of clubs, regional or breed, affiliated to the China Kennel Union. 

The FCI Office is also asked to investigate about the current situation of the president of CKU and the possible sale of CKU to a businessman, as seem to indicate some alarming rumours.  

FCI observer for the 2008 FCI Asian Section Show

Mr Nagamura suggests Mrs Jina Williams, president of the Singapore Kennel Club to act as official FCI observer.  The General Committee agrees.

FCI Observer for the 2012 World Dog Show in Austria

Mr Reisinger informs that the ÖKV (Austrian Kennel Club) suggests to have Mr B.Meyer as an official observer.

The FCI General Committee expresses its approval.

Report on the 2007 FCI Asian Section Show by Mr Park (Rep.of Korea)

The members of the Committee consider it an excellent report.  

Mr Nagamura informs that the 2009 Asian Section show will take place in Taiwan.

Report on the 2007 FCI European Section Show by Mr Kreiner (Austria)

The members of the Committee consider it an excellent report.  A copy will be sent to the HKS (Croatia).

Patronage/country of origin of Tibetan Breeds : letter of CKU (China)

It is decided that as long as CKU is an FCI contract partner, the “Tibet” will remain as the country of patronage.

Patronage/country of origin of former “Serbian-Montenegrin” breeds

The FCI Office will turn to the countries to investigate.

Letter of the Continental Kennel Club : approval to use the FCI Standards

Mr de Santiago will investigate with the AKC about the status of the CKC and how the AKC regards this club.  In principle, although the FCI would have no objection with regard to the use of the FCI breed standards, the General Committee is rather reluctant to allow the FCI judges to officiate at CKC events.

8. Any Other Business
FCI Sighthounds Races

Mr De Clercq informs that he gave instructions to publish the calendar of International Sighthounds Races/Coursing without taking into consideration the events called “international” where the CACIL is NOT awarded.  

FCI Eurosighthound

Mr Fischer informs that the organisers would very much like to combine this event with a major event.

Letter of the VDH, 1/10/2007, procedure for membership applications 

Mr Müller indicates that the last General Assembly voted in favour of a new procedure and that the text in the statutes is clear.

Letter of a private person about the title of Int.B.Ch. in Denmark

Mr De Clercq will inform the DKK about this correspondence and confirm that DKK registered dogs cannot be required to be DKK Champion to make them eligible for the title of FCI Int.B.Ch.

Date and place of next meetings

The next meetings will take place as follows :

April 1-2, 2008, Madrid

November 4-5, 2008, Zürich

At 1.30 pm Mr Müller closes the meeting and thanks all the members for their active and fruitful cooperation

Outstanding points

Page 6, CKC – FCI meeting 

Page 7, KC and AKC recognised registries : Mr De Clercq

Page 7, FCI in Spain : Mr De Clercq

Page 7, Eukanuba World Challenge : contract

Page 8 Ukrainian Kennel Union : Mr De Clercq

Page 8, CKU : Mr De Clercq
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